
TOWER— Voters here opted for 
change in city government, installing 
two relative new-
comers to three 
open positions on 
the city council, 
i nc lud ing  the 
mayor. 

O r l y n 
Kringstad, who 
moved to Tower 
in 2015 with his 
wife Marit, won 
convincingly, gar-
nering 112 votes, 
or just under 47 percent, in a three-way 
contest. Ambulance director and fire 
chief Steve Altenburg finished a distant 
second, with 67 votes, while former 

ELY – The third time proved the 
charm for Angela Campbell on Tuesday 
as she was elected 
to a seat on the Ely 
City Council. 

Campbell lost 
by just six votes in 
the 2012 primary in 
her bid for mayor 
and lost the 2014 
and 2016 council 
elections before 
finally breaking 
through this year 
with 860 votes, to 
claim one of three 
seats up for grabs on the council on 
Tuesday. Al Forsman, with 981 votes, 

 Contact The Timberjay
218-753-2950
editor@timberjay.com
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REGIONAL - How 
far do you have to drive in 
order to win a seat on the 
St. Louis County Board? 
About 30,000 miles if 
you’re Paul McDonald.

McDonald, who won 

the right to replace the 
retiring Fourth District 
Commiss ione r  Tom 
Rukavina on Tuesday, said 
meeting with people across 
the sprawling district was 
an incredible experience.  

“I’ve had the chance to 
meet so many people. 
After driving 30,000 miles, 
I realize how much of a 
passion I have for people.”

McDonald, a longtime 
basketball coach and edu-

cator received 7,877 votes 
to beat out retired St. Louis 
County Deputy Sheriff 
Bernie Mettler, who fin-
ished with 6,310 votes. 

McDonald ran up big 
margins of support in his 

adopted hometown of Ely, 
where he built a better-than 
700-vote margin, as well 
as in northwestern parts 
of the district. He also 
won by narrower margins 
in the Tower-Soudan 
area. Mettler found strong 

McDonald wins Fourth District

MAJOR LEAGUE EATING

V E R M I L I O N 
RESERVATION - This year 
it wasn’t even close.

Returning world-champi-
on Indian Taco eater Geoffrey 
Esper came to Fortune Bay 
Resort Casino this past 
Saturday to defend his official 
Major League Eating (MLE) 
title— and as the contest was 
set to begin, he was optimistic 
about his chances for a repeat 
performance. Once again, the 
main competition came from 
the number-one-ranked com-
petitive eater in the world, Joey 
Chestnut, 11-time winner of 
the Nathan’s hot dog competi-
tion, who downed a record 74 
hot dogs (over 21,000 calories) 
in 10 minutes during the 2018 
competition.

The third-ranked Esper 
had a very good year on the 
competitive eating circuit 
since his last appearance at 
Fortune Bay. The 42-year-old 
from Oxford, Mass., had six 
first-place finishes this year, 
including moon pies, pork 
roll sandwiches (50), pizza 
(83 slices and 19.25 pies in 
two different competitions), 

New world record
Esper retains Indian Taco eating title

Geoffrey Esper, top, defended his world Indian 
Taco eater title at Fortune Bay Resort Casino last 
weekend. Miki Sudo, above, is the world’s top 
female competitive eater. The Bresette family, 
below, Jessie and Lance, with kids Kashtin, Jaxin, 
and Quintin, came from Bayfield, Wis., to witness 
the contest. photos by J. Summit

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

R E G I O N A L — 
Minnesota’s Eighth District 
bucked the national trend on 
Tuesday night, as voters here 
opted to replace a progressive 
retiring DFLer, Rick Nolan, 
with a Republican backed 
by President Donald Trump. 

Pete Stauber, a longtime 
Duluth police officer and 
current member of the St. 
Louis County Board, proved 
the top vote-getter, with 
159,388 votes, outpacing 
former DFL state Rep. Joe 
Radinovich’s 141,972 votes. 

 “I know many voters 
share my optimism for this 
great state and the great-
est nation in the world,” 
Stauber said in a press release 
Tuesday night. “We agree 
that our best days are yet to 
come. I look to the horizon 
and see a sunrise and can’t 
wait for what tomorrow 
brings.”

Stauber had strong 
backing from President 
Trump and Vice President 
Mike Pence, both of whom 
visited Duluth in recent 
weeks to stump for Stauber. 

Stauber also benefit-
ted from a veritable flood 
of outside money from 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Stauber 
flips the 
Eighth
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Pete Stauber

Angela 
Campbell

Campbell wins 
a seat on Ely 
City Council

Kringstad 
elected new 
Tower mayor

Earns 7,877 votes over Mettler’s tally of 6,310
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CHISHOLM- Join 
the MN Discovery Center 
for the fifth annual Artisan 
Market: Crafts to Crops on 
Saturday, Nov. 17 from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m.  We have a 

variety of local artisans 
who will be at our show 
with home decor, candles, 
knitted items, kitchen 
towels, photography, and 
much more.  Are you 
looking for a unique gift 
for Christmas, a birthday, 
a wedding, or just some-
thing fun for yourself? 
Support local artisans at 
Artisan Market: Crafts to 

Crops. Stop on by to see 
what you can find. The 
MN Discovery Center will 
be having free admission 
that day with a non-per-
ishable food item(s) or a 
$5 cash donation. All food 
proceeds for entry will 
be going to the Chisholm 
Food Shelf and all cash 
donations will be applied 
to our Education Fund at 

the MN Discovery Center. 
In addition to the 

MN Discovery Center’s 
Artisan Market: Crafts 
to Crops, the Chisholm 
Chamber will be hosting 
home-based businesses 
throughout downtown 
Chisholm at certain loca-
tions on the same day.
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NORTHWOODS PARTNERSVeterans Day Lunch at Trinity Lutheran 
in Cook on Monday, Nov. 12

COOK- Trinity Lutheran Church in Cook will 
be hosting a Veterans Day luncheon on Monday, 
Nov. 12 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the church fellow-
ship hall.  

This free lasagna lunch is in recognition of 
the service and dedication our veterans have given 
for our country.  All area veterans and their family 
members are welcome to attend, as well as surviving 
spouses of veterans. Any questions can be direct-
ed to the church office at 218-666-5965. Trinity 
Lutheran is located off Hwy. 53 by the American 
Bank in Cook at 213 2nd St. SE. Handicapped 
parking is available in both the north and the south 
parking lots.

Lorna Landvik at the Edge Center in 
Bigfork with comedy and book read-
ings on Saturday, Nov. 10

BIGFORK- Join Minnesota’s own Lorna 
Landvik for a night of memorable entertainment. 
The evening will consist of two parts; in the first, 
Lorna, the author of eleven novels, will regale you 
with tales of her life in writing and publishing; in the 
second part, Lorna the comic improviser will create 
characters and monologues based on your sugges-
tions.

Lorna Landvik will be on state at the Edge 
Center in Bigfork on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 adults and $5 for children.

Lorna grew up in Minneapolis with two creative 
passions; both centered on reaching out to people. 
One is a love of performing and the other is a love 
of writing. Lorna will provide the Edge Center audi-
ence a chance to experience these complementary 
talents.

Home for the Edge Center for the Arts is in the 
northern Minnesota city of Bigfork, located where 
the Big Fork and Rice rivers join. For more infor-
mation, visit edgecenterarts.org, facebook.com/
EdgeCenterArts, email us at admin@edgecenterarts.
org, or call us at 218-743-6670.

ELY- Northwoods Partners’ 
annual Festival of Trees will take 
place at the Grand Ely Lodge from 
Nov. 22 through Dec. 2. “This fes-
tival is made possible through the 
generous contributions from many 
local businesses and community 
members. Many talented individ-
uals help transform the Grand Ely 
Lodge lobby into a winter wonder-
land filled with decorated trees and 
wreaths.” 

“We are so grateful to all the 
individuals who help make the 
Festival of Trees a wonderful fund-
raising event to support services for 
our area seniors and caregivers. It 
has become a wonderful tradition 
that makes such a difference in our 
community,” said Lisa Porthan, 
Executive Director.

Everyone is invited to the 
lighting ceremony on Thanksgiving 
evening at 5 p.m.  Come join family 
and friends for refreshments and 
entertainment by Bernie Palcher 
from 5 – 6 p.m. The lighting of 
the trees is an occasion you won’t 
want to miss! 

Begin your holiday shopping at 
the Northwoods Partners Christmas 
Boutique. This talented community 
provides a wonderful selection of 

hand-made gift items available for 
purchase. In addition, there will be a 
raffle for a queen size quilt, made by 
the talented Nancy Andrea. Enjoy 
taking a stroll through the lighted 
winter wonderland and place a 
bid on the beautifully decorated 
trees or wreaths. The bidding for 
these decorated items begins on 
Thanksgiving night and continues 
until 12 noon on Sunday, Dec. 2. 
Be sure to come back often to check 
your bid. This is a wonderful way 
to support the health of our com-
munity. All winners will be notified 
to pick up their items at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

One of the favorite trees at the 

Festival is the tall white Memorial 
Tree at the center of the event. 
Memorial balls may be purchased 
throughout the holiday season to 
remember or honor a loved one. 
This is truly a special way to cele-
brate the special people in our lives. 
Memorial balls are also available 
at the Babbitt Credit Union and 
Embarrass-Vermillion Credit 
Union in Tower, and Embarrass. 
The Memorial Tree will be dis-
played at Grand Ely Lodgge until 
Dec. 28. 

Monies raised from the Festival 
of Trees will be used by Northwoods 
Partners to provide support services 
that promote healthy aging and 
independence. These services 
include friendly visits, transpor-
tation, exercise programs, support 
groups, memory care support and 
caregiver consultant services. 
These services are provided to 
individuals living in Ely, Babbitt, 
Tower and surrounding townships. 

Please help support our area 
seniors and their caregivers by 
making  Festival of Trees a part of 
your holiday festivities! For further 
information, contact Northwoods 
Partners at 365-8019.

 

Join our TEAM!   
 

FREE CNA Course Offered 
 
                                   Cook Care Center partners with  
                                      Leading Age Minnesota and  
                                         the State of Minnesota to  
                                           offer online Nursing Assistant  
                                             training at no charge.   
  
                                               Complete the training  
                                             courses in a matter of  
                                          weeks from the comfort of  
                                        your own home.  Skills lab and  
                                     clinicals are completed at the  
                                 Cook Care Center. 
 

 

Application deadline November 9th.  
 

Apply online at www.cookhospital.org or pick up an  
application from the Cook Hospital Business Office.     

 
Requirements: 

 Complete background check  
 Pass drug screening  
 Commit to minimum 90-day employment 

 
Inquire about our sign-on bonus! 

 
For questions, contact: 
Annie Dougherty, RN 
CNA Program Coordinator 
218-666-6218  
adougherty@cookhospital.org 
 

 

SEE YOUR HELPFUL HARDWARE FOLKS
Merhar’s Ace Hardware

48 E. Chapman St., Ely • 218-365-3129

Prices Good Through November 30, 2018

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Volunteers in the Orr and 
Cook area are needed to 
drive persons to medical

appointments and to work.
Reimbursement is 54.5 

cents per mile. Must have a 
valid driver’s license, a de-

pendable vehicle, insurance, 
a clean driving record and 
pass a background check.

Now Accepting 
Applications for AEOA 

Volunteer Drivers

Contact Jen Sale: 
218-735-6886

Artisan Market: Crafts to Crops on Saturday, Nov. 17

Ely's Festival of Trees starts Nov. 22
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ELECTIONS

MINING

Company still faces a number of hurdles before mining could begin
DNR issues PolyMet its permit to mine

Imagination Station I • Brittany Kjenaas

Imagination Station II • Jennifer Arvola

Ahhhhh Massage • Susan Santi

Norwex • JolynTechar

Homemade and Handmade • Vicki O’Brien &Toni Britton

Homemade Potica - An Iron Range tradition of deliciousness • Nancy Shusterich

LuLaRoe -where fashion meets comfort in women’s clothing • Kara Starkovich

Mary Kay Cosmetics • Dawn Barchus

BathTreats by Sam/Color Street • SamanthaTveit

LifeVantage/Pure Haven – helping people live healthy, happy lives • Corin Hoshal

Pampered Chef • Teffeny A. Smith

Tastefully Simple/Clever Containers • Cindy Lee

Thirty-One Gifts • Janie Filipovich

Sugar Spoon Cheesecakes • Dawn Crandall

Tupperware/Avon • Michelle Claviter-Tviet

Usborne Books • Micah Beukema

Plunder - Vintage jewelry at a savvy price • Jessica Kralich

Michelle’s Lemongrass Spa • Michelle Johnson

RecycledWoodTreasures • Allen Bruce

* Raffles
* Project
Displays
* Simple

Demonstrations

*Take home
information

* Items for Sale

* Register for
Door Prizes

* Hot Dogs & Pop
will be served

from
11am-1pm

Saturday, November 10th, 2018
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

at the Floor to Ceiling Store
on Enterprise Drive
Virginia/Mt. Iron

Floor to Ceiling’s
15th Anniversary

Home for the
Holidays
A sampling of local businesses and services

offering you unique holiday decorating and gift ideas.

R E G I O N A L — 
PolyMet Mining now has 
a permit to mine, but it 
will likely be months, or 
even years, before con-
struction of the planned 
copper-nickel mine near 
Hoyt Lakes actually gets 
underway.

Nonetheless ,  the 
announcement by DNR 
Commiss ione r  Tom 
Landwehr on Thursday 
that it would issue several 
relevant permits, including 
the all-important permit to 
mine, was a milestone for 
the company. 

“We look forward to 
building and operating a 
modern mine and devel-
oping the minerals that 
sustain and enhance our 
modern world,” said Jon 
Cherry, PolyMet president 
and CEO. “Responsibly 
developing these strategic 
minerals in compliance 
with these permits while 
protecting Minnesota’s 

natural resources is our 
top priority as we move 
forward.”

The permit to mine 
authorizes the company 
to build and operate open 
pit mining operations that 
the company believes will 
yield approximately 1.2 
billion pounds of copper, 
170 million pounds of 
nickel, 6.2 million pounds 
of cobalt and 1.6 million 
troy ounces of precious 
metals over a 20-year 
mine life.

A number of hurdles 
remain, however, before 
that can happen. The 
project is still waiting for 
a number of additional 

permits, including air 
and water quality permits 
from the state’s Pollution 
Control Agency and a wet-
lands permit from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

The company also 
faces ongoing litigation 
on two separate fronts as 
well as the challenge of 
attracting investment to 
a project that the DNR’s 
own financial consul-

tants acknowledge “fall[s] 
below the values expected 
in most mining projects.”

The timing of the 
DNR’s announcement 
appeared rushed, and 
reporters at a Nov. 1 press 
conference questioned 
whether it was timed to 
come out ahead of the Nov. 
6 general election. A finan-
cial assessment from the 
DNR’s consultants EOR, 

obtained by the Timberjay, 
is dated Oct. 31, just one 
day before the DNR’s 
surprise announcement, 
raising the question of 

whether agency officials 
had adequate time to 
review the detailed doc-

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Above: The proposed mine will repurpose the 
old LTV processing plant to crush ore from the 
mine site about five miles away. 

Right: While the mine’s plant site is a brownfield 
reclamation, the mine itself will eliminate a 
complex and largely pristine region of wetlands. 
file photos by M. Helmberger

See POLYMET...pg. 5

TOWER— Problems 
with the election process 
appeared again in Tower, 
on Tuesday, even as efforts 
to address more exten-
sive problems during the 
August primary appear to 
have run aground. 

On Tuesday, doors to 
the Tower Civic Center 
were locked for at least 

some of the time during the 
ballot-counting procedure, 
which is a violation of 
state ballot-counting rules, 
which require that the 
public have access to the 
polling place at all times 
during vote counting. 

In addition, election 
officials failed to make 
a printout of the election 
results available to the 
public, despite a request 
from this reporter. The 

Secretary of State’s official 
election judge guide states 
that judges are supposed 
to “post one of the results 
tapes in the polling place 
for public viewing.”

When informed of that 
requirement, City Clerk-
Treasurer Linda Keith said 
that their voting machine 
did not print a public tape 
and that none have been 
made available in the 
past. She did provide city 

council race results when 
requested to do so.

As a result of numer-
ous errors during the 
August primary, county 
election officials required 
election officials in Tower 
to undergo retraining 
in election procedures 

in September. The city 
council did ultimately vote 
to reprimand Keith last 
month and had directed 
her to prepare a written 
request to the county for a 
special audit of the city’s 
election process following 
Tuesday’s election. But 

county elections supervi-
sor Phil Chapman told the 
Timberjay that the county 
has yet to receive such a 
request. Without a formal 
request, he indicated the 
county likely won’t under-
take any special review of 
Tower’s election results. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

More issues arise with Tower’s election process

2019 Chevy Equinox LT 

$26,999
#9073C Silver

Set Your Sights on....

FOR THE MONTH OF
NOVEMBER

MIKE MOTORS
WILL DONATE

$50 PER VEHICLE SOLD
TO THE ELY AREA FOOD SHELF

We Are Also Your Toys For Tots Donation Station

AWD, Heated Seats,
Loaded!

MSRP $32,235

Must finance with GM Financial

2014 Jeep Patriot
4x4 Latitude

#9036U Gold

$8,995

#1680U Silver

$6,995

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2010 Dodge
Journey SXT 

AWD, Fresh TradeRemote Start, Heated Seats
$11,995
2012 KIA Soul

Fresh Trade, Gas Saver

2014 Buick Verano

Heated Leather, Gas Saver
Loaded!

$10,995

#8633U Granite

#1913U Red



Lately I have 
been involved in 
some Get Out the 
Vote (GOTV) activ-
ities, knocking on 
doors, talking to 
some folks on the 
phone, and grabbing 
people I run into, 
encouraging people 
to vote and in par-
ticular, to support 
the Democrats . 
I have felt such 
urgency regarding 

the importance of 
these midterm elec-
tions that I wanted 
to do something. It 
has been an enlight-
ening experience, 
sometimes heart-
ening, sometimes 
discouraging. 

I got frustrated 
pretty quickly with 
both the phoning 
and the door knock-
ing in the neighbor-
hoods. Most people 

have caller ID these days and 
just won’t pick up the phone if 
they don’t recognize the name 
or number, so you’re lucky if 
one out of ten people answer. 
Some are happy to share their 
opinions, others not so. I have 
to admit that I don’t pick up 
either when “unknown name, 
unknown number,” “not in 
service,” or city names show 
up on the phone window, and 
sometimes even when “DFL” 
showed up. Ironically, when I 
decided to answer some of those 

calls because I wanted to hear 
what they were saying and say 
thanks to others doing GOTV 
calls, especially if they were 
working for the Democrats, the 
ones I picked up were robo-calls 
about health insurance, credit 
cards, or car service.

I’ve done GOTV calling and 
door knocking during previous 
elections and felt frustrated by 
it then, too. Political strate-
gists say it’s effective, but I’ve 
always wondered, knowing how 
irritated a lot of people get and 

wondering if anyone’s mind is 
changed. So, I quit calling and 
took a list of houses to door 
knock, thinking I’d rather talk in 
person; it’s harder for most com-
pulsively polite Minnesotans to 
be rude or obnoxious face-to-
face, although some have honed 
their skills quite well. 

If you really want to get 
more in touch with the public, 
go door knocking. A young 
girl about 10 years old asked 

Tell me: What 
does it actually 
mean to be an 
American? In the 
press of day-to-
day events and 
amid the ongoing 
tumult of politics, 
we don’t think 
about this much. 
Yet it’s a crucial 
question, one that 
each generation 
in this country is 

called upon to answer 
for itself.

Despite our dif-
ferences, there are 
some traits that I 
think we and our 
predecessors would 
recognize — char-
acteristics to being 
an American that 
resonate with most of 
us, regardless of our 
age or our political 
beliefs. For instance, 

I believe the aim of our represen-
tative democracy is to enhance 
the liberty of free people, and 
to offer them the opportunity to 
make the most of their talents. 
This lies at the root of what it 
means to live in a representative 
democracy: extending respect to 
all and wanting every person to 
be aware of his or her political 
importance.

Perhaps the most eloquent 

During the past six weeks 
I have visited every neighbor-
hood in Tower, most homes and 
businesses, and I believe, spoken 
with at least half of Tower’s 
residents, if not more.  As a some-
what reserved Scandinavian I’ve 
come to realize that there must 
be a little bit of political blood 
in my veins after all, in spite of 
what I have always thought and 
said.   Visits to homes and door-
step greetings, and sometimes 
living-room talks, with Tower 
residents was extremely energiz-
ing, interesting and entertaining.  
I learned how much the people 
of Tower care for our small 
historic town, their appreciation 
for simple, small-town living, 
quality of life and the beautiful 
nature that surrounds us.  I was 
reminded how much interacting 
with people means to me – that’s 
the bit of political blood that I 
found in me.

I also learned about citizen 
concerns, many of which were 
expressed in direct and serious 
language that emphasized issues 
of importance for the entire 
town and surrounding areas.  
The typical concerns of streets, 
sidewalks, safety issues and 
blight were mentioned, but also 
more serious issues, like that of 
taxes, economic development, 
city government transparency 
and fiscal responsibility that 
came out loud and clear.  I won’t 
forget those conversations and 
concerns and I intend to have 
many more of them.

I am extremely grateful 
to the citizens of Tower for 
empowering the city council 
with the long-time experience 
of former Tower Mayor Steve 
Abrahamson and the wisdom 
and fresh perspective of new 
Tower resident Rachel Beldo.

As many of you know, I use 
the word “Vision” often.  All 
of us have a personal vision for 
ourselves, for our families, for 
our places of work, and for our 
communities.  It’s not unlike 
faith in many ways.  Our vision 
shows us the way; we believe 
in the path that we must follow 
for the vision to become reality; 
and we act accordingly to follow 
that path.

I want to thank my wife 
Marit, my teammate, in all I do.   
We made the decision for my 
candidacy for Mayor of Tower 
together.   We are both civic 
activists and volunteers and 
have always contributed our time 
and talents in the communities 
in which we have lived.  A few 
years ago, we chose Tower as 
the place where we wanted to 
live, contribute, and to enjoy the 
company of the many friends 
that we knew we would make 
here.  Our “Vision” lies with 
Tower’s sustainable future, 
and our legacy will be to have 
shared our common vision and 
values with you!  The journey 
begins this coming January and 
success will come over the next 
four years.  We look forward to 
working with you!

Orlyn Kringstad
Mayor-elect
Tower

Shortly after one of the 
township supervisors made a 
motion to use only approved 
contractors to work on the 
Greenwood Township comput-
ers (a cabal member’s daughter 
had been helping the clerk), 
his email quit working.  WHO 
WOULD DO THAT AND 
WHY?

Not long after my husband 
and I responded to comments in 
the Timberjay regarding the Jeff 
Maus grievance, we received 
a dirty, beat up back pack in a 
package mailed from Virginia.  
Clearly the inference was that 
we were packsackers.  WHO 
WOULD DO THAT AND 
WHY?

Apparently, the cabal isn’t 
fond of one of the supervisors.  
Garbage bags started showing 
up in the driveway when they 
weren’t home. One Sunday, 
they were able to catch one of 
the cabal members driving down 
the road.  The garbage deposits 
stopped. WHO WOULD DO 
THAT AND WHY?

The email woes continued 
for the supervisor being targeted.  
Someone called Frontier, said 
the family had moved out of 
the country and cancelled their 
service.  The phone number and 
email that they had used for years 
was cancelled. WHO WOULD 
DO THAT AND WHY?

It’s amazing to me that 
people exhibit this immature, 
twisted behavior because they 
disagree with others.   

Pam Rodgers
Greenwood Township

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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OPINION

Letters from Readers

Fighting xenophobia
Personal connection is the best defense 

against those who would divide us

Looking forward to 
working for Tower’s
sustainable future 

COMMENTARY

BETTY
FIRTH

See AMERICAN...page 5

See  VOTING ...pg. 5

LEE
HAMILTON

Voting is cool, and GOTV remains a challenge

What does it mean to be an American?

It seems in every gen-
eration we have politicians 
willing to score political 
points by demonizing immi-
grants or the vulnerable of 
one form or another. Older 
residents who’ve lived on the 
Iron Range their whole lives 
may still remember when 
new immigrants fleeing war 
and poverty in places like 
Italy, Finland, or Ireland 
were subjected to the same 
kind of demonization as 
President Trump directs 
today against the desperate 
families fleeing those same 
circumstances in places 
like Honduras, Guatemala, 
or Syria. 

One other group that 
has been targeted for some 
time, particularly here in 
Minnesota, are the Somali 
and other East Africa ref-
ugees who have made 
Minnesota their home after 
fleeing civil war and famine 
in their home countries. For 
Minnesotans, particularly 
those of who live in rural 
enclaves of whiteness, these 
new immigrants can appear 
foreign, maybe even fright-
ening. And those are the 
emotions that some seek to 
exploit and inflame.

Building familiarity and 
friendship is the best way 
to fight back. And that’s 
why a continuing effort by 
Paul Winkelaar and Mike 
VanKeulen and members 
of the Somali community 
and residents of the Tower-
Soudan area has been so 
valuable (see story page 
B1). Late last month, for 
the second year in a row, 
about 30 members of the 
Twin Cities Somali com-
munity put aside their own 
fears and misunderstanding 
of rural Minnesotans and 
ventured north to visit the 
Soudan Mine and meet and 
enjoy a meal with residents 
of the area. The most recent 
event was a potluck dinner 
at the Tower Civic Center 
and featured a wide range 
of Somali and Ethiopian 
dishes alongside the usual 
wild rice hotdish, sarmas, 
and other staples of Iron 
Range cuisine. 

The event included 
ethnic music and a discus-
sion of the history of Somali 
and Ethiopian unrest that 
pushed many in the Horn of 
Africa to leave their homes. 
That discussion was led by 
Abdisalam Adam, an assis-
tant principal at Highland 
Park school in St. Paul. 

The evening was engag-
ing, thrilling, and heart-
warming all at the same 
time, as barriers fell away 
instantly. There were stories 

and laughter and friendships 
made. Many had come to 
Tower-Soudan last year 
and were back to reconnect 
with friends they had made 
before and to lead a host of 
first-time visitors to the area. 
The Somali visitors were 
gracious, accomplished, and 
eager to learn more about 
life in rural Minnesota. 
Many had grown up in the 
vast hinterlands of Somalia 
or Ethiopia, farming and 
raising livestock and the 
possibility of returning to 
their agricultural roots still 
sparks a real interest for 
some of them. 

The reality of their lives 
and their hopes and ambi-
tions stands in stark contrast 
to the portrayal we too often 
see from those who want to 
exploit our unfamiliarity 
and fear. The Somalis and 
Ethiopians, as a community, 
are intelligent, hard-work-
ing, entrepreneurial, and, 
like most new immigrants, 
place tremendous value 
on education, which they 
recognize as the path to a 
better future for the next gen-
eration. They have already 
had a positive impact on the 
economy of the Twin Cities 
and other communities in the 
state where they have relo-
cated in significant numbers 
and they are laying the 
groundwork for even greater 
success. And one of their 
own, Ilhan Omar, who was 
among the group that came 
to Tower-Soudan last year, 
was elected Tuesday to the 
U.S. Congress, representing 
Minnesota’s Fifth District. 

Neal Kashkari ,  an 
economist who heads 
the Minneapolis Federal 
Reserve Bank, calls immi-
gration “the closest thing to a 
free lunch” for the country as 
you can find in America, and 
the East African diaspora 
who have made Minnesota 
their home are proof of that. 

People don’t come to the 
U.S. to live on welfare, as 
some people falsely claim. 
That’s just myth propagated 
to divide people. They come 
to build a brighter future and 
they are willing to work hard 
to achieve it for themselves 
and their children. They 
work, they start businesses, 
and they contribute to the 
economy and to the vibrancy 
of our communities. Despite 
the virulent anti-immigrant 
rhetoric emanating from the 
White House in the lead-up 
to last Tuesday’s general 
election, immigration has 
and, hopefully will always  
be, one of the leading factors 
behind America’s continued 
economic success.

Troubling actions by 
Greenwood “cabal”
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BALLOT MEASURES

Virginia passes ballot measure to fund Miners reconstruction

expression of this view is the 
awe-inspiring Declaration 
of Independence, which 
remains a core inspira-
tion both for our political 
values and our shared 
identity. The notion that all 
people are created equal, 
that we possess God-given 
inalienable rights, includ-
ing to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness 
— these are beliefs that 
undergird our democracy.

They suggest that 
our country can — and 
should — be an example 
to the world of what a 
government of liberty can 
mean in the lives of citi-
zens. And that we should 
never stop trying to make 
the world a better place. 

Bringing these values 
into our policies and our 
politics depends on all 
of us — another notion 
embedded in this country 
since the beginning.

Often people ask, 
“Where are the Jeffersons 
or Lincolns in this time of 
need?” They understand 
that the quality of our 
elected leaders makes all 
the difference, and that 
bold, decisive, thoughtful 
leadership is essential for 
our country’s success. 
Yet while I recognize 
the need, ultimately our 
success as a nation will 
rest on the strength and 
capabilities of our citizens. 
The Founding Fathers 
spoke often of the need 

for citizens of virtue and 
talent, for people capable 
of governing themselves.

We do so through 
our political institutions, 
within a framework set 
out in our Constitution. 
While our system is not 
perfect, it has provided 
us with the tools to meet 
our challenges — and in 
a better fashion than any 
likely alternative.

Politics as it is prac-
ticed in our country can 
bring despair and crushing 
defeat. But it can also 
produce splendid achieve-
ments. If you enter politics, 
you have to be prepared for 
both. I know that a lot of 
people view politics with 
disdain and disapproval, 

yet over the course of a 
long political life, I never 
felt the desire to escape it. 
Just the opposite, in fact. I 
knew a lot was at stake in 
the battles, and I embraced 
them.

To be sure, I pursued 
them at a time when it was 
possible to find common 
ground across partisan 
divides, and when respect-
ing one’s opponents did not 
bring immediate censure 
from donors and primary 
voters. The atmosphere 
is different now. Yet the 
basic need — for using the 
political system to resolve 
fundamental challenges — 
has not changed.

Nor has one of its most 
basic features: a permanent 

tension between the pres-
ervation and expansion of 
individual freedom on the 
one hand, and the stability 
and strength of the nation 
on the other.

Government must 
have enough power to 
protect the national inter-
est and to be capable of 
addressing deep-seated 
problems. It must secure 
and enlarge personal lib-
erties while maintaining 
order and stability. It 
must provide the national 
security necessary for the 
preservation of freedom.

 These are not con-
tradictory goals, but they 
do rub against each other. 
How we interpret them 
— how far in one direc-

tion or the other we go 
as our national circum-
stances change — is a 
constant challenge. Being 
an American means not 
shying away from that 
task, but instead embracing 
it as part of our birthright.

Lee Hamilton is a 
Senior Advisor for the 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Center on Representative 
G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar, 
IU School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

ument.
When asked about the 

timing, Landwehr said the 
DNR was committed to 
issuing its permits as soon 
as the work was completed. 
“We were in final discus-
sions up to this morning,” 
he said at the Thursday 
briefing. The agency had 
issued a press statement by 
noon the same day. 

In addition to the 
permit the mine, the DNR 
issued six water appropri-
ation permits, two dam 
safety permits, a public 
waters work permit, and an 
endangered species takings 
permit for the project. 
“With these permits, 
the DNR has completed 
its process for review 
and decision-making for 
the PolyMet project,” 
Landwehr said. 

The details of the 
permits were not imme-
diately available, but 
Landwehr said that the 
company had posted $74 
million in financial assur-
ance in order to receive 
the permit to mine. Ten 
million dollars of that is 
in cash with the remainder 
in the form of surety bonds 
and irrevocable letters of 
credit. 

Only $16.5 million 
of that funding actually 
pertains to the proposed 
copper-nickel mine. The 

remaining $57.5 million is 
to fund the cost of clean-up 
of legacy pollution from 
the former LTV taconite 
operation. With the issu-
ance of the permit to mine, 
PolyMet assumes the full 
liability for that clean-up 
from Cleveland-Cliffs. 
Reaction is swift

The announcement 
drew immediate reaction 
from both critics and 
supporters of the highly 
controversial project. 

“We commend the 
DNR for its rigorous 
process and for issuing the 
Permit to Mine to PolyMet 
following a thorough 
review,” said Minnesota 
Chamber of Commerce 
President Doug Loon, 
who also serves on the 
board of the group Jobs 
for Minnesotans. “This 
decision represents a 
commitment to invest 
nearly $1 billion in the 
state’s emerging nonfer-
rous industry, bringing 
new wealth to the state, 
and furthers Minnesota’s 
global position as a leading 
minerals producer, supply-
ing critical minerals to our 
economy.” 

Congressman Rick 
Nolan, who has been a 
strong backer of the project  
during his six years in 
Congress, also lauded the 
decision. “While there 

are still more steps to 
go, this positive develop-
ment gives us even more 
reason to be optimistic 
that PolyMet will bring 
hundreds of high-paying 
union jobs and millions 
of dollars in economic 
growth to the Iron Range. I 
will continue to work with 
the appropriate agencies to 
ensure that the proposed 
project moves forward in 
an efficient manner.”

Environmentalists, 
meanwhile, questioned 
whether the permit would 
ever lead to an actual 
mine, at least of the scale 
proposed, and suggested 
that the agency’s issuance 
of a permit under the 
financial terms announced 
Thursday is a violation of 
state rules. “The permits 
announced today are based 
on a bait and switch,” said 
Kathryn Hoffman, CEO of 
the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy, 
right after the announce-
ment. “PolyMet’s financial 
study released in March 
clearly shows the version 
of the mine the DNR has 
reviewed will never be 
built. If a mine is built 
on the site, it will be a 
mega-mine described in 
that financial study that 
the DNR has refused to 
review. That’s why MCEA 
has appealed the DNR’s 

failure to study PolyMet’s 
mega-mine proposal, and 
that appeal is pending.”

Paula Maccabee, 
of Duluth-based Water 
Legacy, contends that the 
DNR is in violation of 
the state’s administrative 
rules, which require com-
panies to post financial 
assurance equal to the 
estimated cost of mine 
remediation and closure 
during the first year of 
operation— and do so 
prior to obtaining a permit 
to mine. “Using DNR’s 
calculations, that finan-
cial assurance number is 
more than half a billion 
dollars,” said Maccabee. 
“It would be very troubling 
if the DNR was allowing 
PolyMet to circumvent the 
rules and low-ball finan-
cial assurance to make 
PolyMet’s economically 
marginal sulfide mining 
project appear financially 
feasible,” she added.

The DNR and PolyMet 
have previously agreed 
that the financial liability 
in the first year of operation 
would total $588 million. 
Maccabee said by issuing 
the permit to mine without 
that much funding in hand, 
the DNR is in violation of 
state rules. 

A s s i s t a n t  D N R 
Commiss ioner  Barb 
Naramore disuptes that 

claim, however, noting 
that the agency has already 
established the legal basis 
for its financial assurance 
requirements. 

“Importantly,” said 
Naramore, “while the $74 
million in financial assur-
ance provided by PolyMet 
on Nov. 1 fully satisfied 
requirements prior to issu-
ance of the permit to mine, 
the company will have 
to provide substantially 
more financial assurance 
prior to commencement 
of mining.”

While taconite mining 
has a longstanding presence 
in the region, PolyMet’s 
proposed NorthMet mine 
would be the first sul-
fide-based copper-nickel 
mine in Minnesota. Sulfide 
mining has a checkered 
past throughout the world, 
including in the U.S., 
where acid drainage from 
mining operations has 
left longstanding legacies 
of toxic water pollution. 
Landwehr acknowledged 
that the project will have 
environmental impacts, 
but he said if the mine 
operates under the terms of 
its permit, it should meet 
state pollution standards. 
He noted that ensuring that 
would require the political 
will of future state leaders 
and regulators.

It remains unclear, 

however, if PolyMet will 
actually build the mine, 
at least as currently envi-
sioned, and the state’s 
financial consultants con-
clude that PolyMet, by 
itself, would likely have 
difficulty obtaining debt 
financing for construction 
or for bonds and letters of 
credit it will need for finan-
cial assurance. “PolyMet 
alone would probably 
not be able to obtain the 
necessary financing and 
required financial assur-
ance instruments without 
the backing of Glencore 
or another large company,” 
conclude the consultants. 

Glencore currently 
holds a one-third stake 
in PolyMet and the 
consultants expect the 
Swiss-based commodities 
conglomerate to be the 
project’s primary funder. 
If debt-financed, the con-
sultants conclude that the 
project would be financial-
ly risky.

The DNR, however, is 
not requiring that Glencore 
add its name to the permit 
to mine, despite calls by 
some environmentalists 
to do so. The company 
is currently under federal 
investigation for violations 
of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act. 

POLYMET...Continued from page 3

me if I was going to see 
her grandma. “If she lives 
right here, I am, to talk 
about voting.” She said, 
“I don’t like voting and 
grandma won’t vote; she 
never votes.” I didn’t have 
a chance to talk to grandma 
because she didn’t answer 
the door, but I met the girl’s 
father who was very polite 
and seemed appreciative of 
the interest. Some people 
go out of their way to say 
“thank you for doing this 
work,” which is nice to 
hear but perhaps masks the 
unspoken “so I don’t have 
to.” Some people really 
want to talk about their 
frustration with what’s 
going on with our gov-
ernment with a do-nothing 
Congress, politicians who 
don’t recognize that Social 
Security and Medicare 
are programs that citizens 
pay for, out-of-control 
health care costs, and 
a sitting president who 
exhibits narcissistic, pet-
ulant, racist, uninformed 
behavior, unaware of the 

responsibilities and limits 
of his office, saying what-
ever comes into his mind at 
the moment, using Twitter 
to vent like some grade 
school kid. Scratch that. 
Most grade school kids 
have more self-control and 
some parental oversight.

I went to some of 
the multi-unit buildings 
in town with a friend, 
knowing we’d cover more 
ground and wanting to hear 
from more people, which 
we definitely did, from 
the dems with a big D to 
the vehemently opposed 
to the carefully evasive. 
One man told me there 
was no way he’d vote for 
Democrats, that they were 
doing the work of Satan. 
When I asked what he 
meant by that, he said it 
was the immorality. My 
eyebrows flew up into my 
hairline, and I couldn’t 
help but respond, “Really? 
With a president who treats 
women the way Trump 
does?” He responded that 
JFK and all those other 

presidents were worse, that 
Hillary would have let all 
of “them” in the country, 
and that all they did was 
lie. I persisted: “What 
about the over 200 law-
suits against him and the 
mistreatment of thousands 
of employees in his busi-
nesses?” He didn’t want 
to hear any more, and it’s 
probably good he closed 
the door. It’s certainly not 
advised to get in heated 
arguments doing GOTV 
canvassing, and you know 
that you’re not going to 
change someone’s mind 
when they’re vehemently 
entrenched, but I was truly 
more amazed than heated 
and very curious about 
what bizarre statement 
would come out of his 
mouth next.

We talked to people of 
all ages. Some in their 80’s 
and 90’s who had voted 
their whole lives weren’t 
going to miss this election 
either. Many voted early 
and others had lined up 
rides to get to the polls, 

taking their oxygen and 
their walkers with them. 
A few others didn’t know 
when they were supposed 
to vote. Many people said 
they were undecided, 
voting Independent, or that 
they voted for the individ-
uals, not a party, which I 
took as code meaning they 
weren’t familiar with the 
candidates or the issues. 
Call me cynical, but when I 
asked if they had any ques-
tions about the candidates 
or issues, they never did. 

Both my friend and 
I are hopeless optimists 
under thin veneers of 
cynicism, and we both 
went into higher gear 
with people who said 
they weren’t going to 
vote because the system 
was rigged, their vote 
didn’t count, they were 
sick of all the attack ads 
with no focus on issues, 
the politicians were all a 
bunch of liars, the parties 
are all the same––what’s 
the difference.  We were 
empathetic with feelings 

of anger and hopelessness, 
but we wouldn’t accept 
“the parties are all the 
same” line, encouraging 
people to consider which 
party they thought would 
fight (and has fought) for 
the rights of the average 
citizen for education, 
health care, civil rights, 
housing, and even the right 
to vote. We did our best to 
convince people that their 
vote counted and that it was 
very important for them to 
show up. 

I can’t help but reflect 
on the long history of 
people fighting for the 
right to vote in our country. 
It didn’t happen with a 
swipe of a pen. The United 
States Constitution did not 
originally define who was 
eligible to vote, leaving it 
up to the states to deter-
mine eligibility, which 
resulted in a tangle of laws. 
Most gave that privilege 
only to white, male, adult 
property owners, about six 
percent of the population. 
Women, Catholics, Jews, 

Quakers, blacks, and other 
non-male, non-white, 
non-Protestant people 
had to fight for 100 years 
and more to gain the right 
to vote. Many were beaten, 
imprisoned, or worse for 
trying. The right to vote 
did not come about in a 
grand sweep, but rather 
in bits and pieces of legis-
lation delayed by racism, 
religious intolerance, and 
sexism. Amendments to 
the Constitution have 
granted all citizens the 
right to vote, yet we still 
have attempts at voter 
suppression.

A young man I just 
met is voting in his first 
election today, as I’m 
writing this on Election 
Day. He said, “I’ve never 
voted before. This should 
be cool.” Yes, isn’t it 
though? How could we 
ever take it for granted?

VIRGINIA - Voters here 
overwhelming approved a 
measure to implement a one-per-
cent sales tax to rebuild the 
Miners Memorial Complex.

Residents in the city voted 

68.84 percent to 31.16 percent 
in favor.

City officials pitched the 
plan to residents by promising 
much of the revenue would 
come from out-of-town shoppers 
driving into the city.

The idea to rebuild the 
complex along the city’s Ninth 

Avenue West, has been a hot 
button issue for more than a 
decade with officials being 
unable to come up with the funds 
to keep the building a viable 
community center after years 
of neglect.

The project is expected to 
cost Virginia more than $40 

million to complete and Mayor 
Larry Cuffe had sent out a 
warning that the city may raise 
tax levies in the city by up to 28 
percent if residents did not vote 
in favor of the sales tax measure.

The referendum is not a 
license to implement the tax right 
away, however. City lawmakers 

in Virginia must now go to the 
next legislative session in St. 
Paul to argue their case and have 
special legislation passed. 

The new tax, if approved, 
would only cover items already 
taxed by the state, excluding 
automobiles.

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor



T O W E R - S O U -
DAN— A study recently 
completed by the Min-
nesota Pollution Control 
Agency is the first step 
for the Tower-Breitung 
Wastewater Board as 
they consider options for 
expanding wastewater 
processing capacity for 

Tower and Soudan.
The current pond 

system is near capacity, 
which means any signif-
icant future development 
would require adding a 
fourth treatment pond or 
using a different type of 
treatment system. The 
city’s decision last sum-
mer to connect the Hoo-
doo Point Campground to 
the system instead of us-
ing its stand-alone mound 
system, along with the 
planned harbor develop-
ment, have used up the 
excess capacity that had 
been previously avail-
able.

“Basically what the 
study is telling us,” said 
TBWWB plant manag-

er Matt Tuchel, “is that 
we are able to expand 
but will need to limit our 
phosphorous load to cur-
rent amounts.”

“In my opinion,” said 
Tuchel, “this is all good 
news.”

The bad news, how-
ever, is that the wastewa-
ter authority may need 
to look at a mechanical 
treatment system to re-
duce phosphorous ef-
fluent if a new pond is 
added to the current sys-
tem. Tuchel also said a 
fourth pond may reduce 
the number of times each 
year the system has to re-
lease waste water (which 
eventually ends up in 
Lake Vermilion’s Pike 

Bay).
Before any increase 

in released phospho-
rous could be permitted, 
Tuchel said, the MPCA 
would have to do an an-
ti-degradation study, to 
show if the increase is in 
the public interest.

In addition, with 
any increase, the system 
will have to start testing 
for mercury, and while 
that testing is not expen-
sive, the TBWWB might 
have to treat for mercury 
should testing reveal lev-
els in excess of allowable 
limits. The same is true 
for sulfates, he said.

“You are taking a 
chance that costs will 
be increasing down the 
road,” he said. Tuchel 
said he will ask the TBW-
WB to fund some prelim-
inary testing for mercury 
and sulfates, to see what 
the current levels are. He 

said mercury is not usual-
ly a problem in the local 
watershed.

Inflow and infiltra-
tion of fresh water con-
tinues to be a major issue 
for the current system, 
according to Tuchel.

“We’ve done a ton of 
work on I & I,” he said, 
“But it is still a problem.”

On a normal fall day, 
for example, Tuchel said 
60,000 gallons of wa-
ter flow from the wells 
into the system. But the 
amount of water flow-
ing into the sewer ponds 
can be close to 490,000 
gallons a day. That falls 
dramatically in winter, to 
around 100,000 gallons 
in the winter, when I & I 
is not as much of a prob-
lem because the ground is 
frozen.

Tuchel said Tower 
and Soudan have done a 
good job in decreasing 

the amount of phospo-
rous from soaps that enter 
the system, and that larg-
er scale water customers, 
such as the laundromat 
and campgrounds, have 
reduced their phospho-
rous loads.

Water from the sewer 
treatment ponds runs first 
into a creek, then into the 
East Two River, and then 
into Lake Vermilion’s 
Pike Bay, a distance of 
three miles.

Phosphorous runoff 
can cause lake eutro-
phication (when there 
is excessive growth of 
algae and plant matter 
which can choke off ox-
ygen supplies in the wa-
ter body), and Minnesota 
has specific standards for 
lakes and rivers in this re-
gion.
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Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

STUDENT 
LOANS —

KNOW
BEFORE

YOU OWE

Who should attend?
Students, parents, and anyone who may
co-sign on someone else’s student loans.
Information Covered:
Different types of Financial Aid
Ways toreduce amount borrowed
Budgeting for college
Resources to prepare for paying higher
education
TO REGISTER:
Call: (218)229-2048
Text: (888)341-2308

WHEN?
November 15th, 2018
6pm-7pm

WHERE?
EVFCU—
New Office
600 W. 3rd Ave.
Aurora

HOW MUCH?
Completely FREE —
Sponsored by EVFCU

Hosted BY?
Embarrass Vermillion
Federal Credit Union
and

TOWER-SOUDAN

Clockwise from top left: Zella Boshkaykin 
was a tired little bunny by the end of the 
Tower Fire Department kids’ party; Second-
graders waited for their turn at the school 
party; Alex and Kelsey Anderson posed with 
Chester the Cheetah at Zup’s; Kids picked 
out toys at the Timberjay office; School SRO 
officer Brock Kick helped with games at 
the elementary school party; Claire Jonas 
dressed up as the artist Frida Kahlo; and 
Christian Nelson was a hunter with a horse. 
Timberjay staff photos

Study shows options for expanding sewer capacity 

TOWER- St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church is hosting their annual Christ-
mas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 10 from 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Social Hall.  

We are very excited about this 
year’s event – at present we have elev-
en private vendors participating! All of 
the ‘normal’ St. Martin’s tables will be 
there; plus we are introducing one new 
table, the Cookie Walk. You will be able 
to purchase your own choice of cookies, 
sold by the dozen. 

There are two children’s events that 
are returning: the Make-and-Take Table 

and the Christmas Shop. The Make-and-
Take table will offer a variety of deco-
rations that the children can make. The 
Christmas Shop is only for children– 
they can do their own Christmas shop-
ping for their family and friends.

As always, the St. Martin’s Café 
will be open featuring five different 
soups, plus caramel rolls, bars, coffee, 
and tea. 

We hope that you will join us on 
Nov. 10. If you’re not a bazaar shopper, 
stop in for lunch.

St. Martin’s Christmas Bazaar on Saturday



Tower
Tower election result de-

tails are reported on page 1. 
Orlyn Kringstad was elected 
mayor and Steve Abrahamson 
and Rachel Beldo took the two 
council seats.

Embarrass
Gary Rantala beat out Gene 

Wright and newcomer Caleb 
Cowden to take the open su-
pervisor seat that had been held 
by Bernie Mettler. Rantala tal-
lied 154 votes, slightly over 
50-percent of votes cast. Wright 
had 100, and Cowden 46. Both 
Rantala and Wright had previ-
ously served on the board. Mary 
Novak, running unopposed, re-
ceived 277 votes for treasurer.

Eagles Nest
Eagles Nest Clerk Deb 

Siverhus reported excellent 
voter turnout on Tuesday, with 
91 percent of voters casting 
ballots. There were three open 
supervisor seats on the ballot. 
In the race for seat E, DeAnn 
Schatz outpolled Larry Vaughn 
McCray with 77 percent of the 
votes, 122 to 34. Richard Floyd 
was elected to seat A with 131 
votes (11 write-ins), and An-
drew Urban to seat D with 135 
votes (four write-ins). Treasurer 
James Sutherland received 139 
votes (five write-ins).

Kugler
Dean Broten was elected to 

the open supervisor seat with 86 
votes. Incumbent treasurer Di-
ane Meehan was reelected with 
84 votes (three write-ins).
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Week of  Nov. 12

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Nov. 20.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Tower City Council- 5:30 
p.m. on Nov. 13 (date 
change due to Vets Day)

Greenwood Town Board-
6:30 p.m. on Nov. 13

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Breitung Town Board-
1 p.m. on Nov. 14

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Nov. 15 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Nov. 21; Dec. 12 

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

timberjay.com

YOUR VOTE AEOA Senior 
Dining Menu

TOWER- Vermil-
ion Country School and 
AEOA sponsor a senior 
dining site at the char-
ter school in Tower. All 
meals include salad bar, 
fruit, choice of beverage, 
and dessert.  

Reservations are ap-
preciated the day before, 
or morning of, but walk-
ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs available. Se-
niors age 60 and older 
who have registered for 
the program and their 
partners qualify for spe-
cial pricing of $4 per 
meal, but all ages are 
welcome at the regular 
rate of $5.75. There are 
no income guidelines. 

Meals are served 
from 12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
on days when the char-
ter school is open. Call 
the school at 218-753-
1246 ext. 1003 for res-
ervations, or call AEOA 
at 1-800-662-5711 ext. 
7323 for the one-time 
registration process.

Homebound seniors 
can sign up for meal de-
livery. To register for the 
new Meals on Wheels, 
or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior 
Nutrition at 218-735-
6899. 

Week on Nov. 12
Monday- Pulled 

Pork Sandwich, Vegeta-
ble

Tuesday- Spaghetti, 
Meatballs, Garlic Bread 
Stick

Wednesday- Tater 
Tot Hot Dish, Dinner 
Roll

Thursday- Turkey 
Dinner

Friday- Chicken 
Sandwich, Zesty Mexi-
can Soup

Week of Nov. 19
No School All Week- 

No lunch served

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Area township election results

Tower-Soudan Veterans 
Day program on Nov. 9 at 
TS Elementary

TOWER- Tower-Soudan Ele-
mentary School will host its annual 
Veterans Day program on Friday, 
Nov. 9 at 9 a.m. The community is 
cordially invited to attend and help 
the students honor our veterans.

Soudan Men’s Breakfast 
on Nov. 10

SOUDAN- Soudan’s Men 
Breakfast group will meet on Sat-
urday, Nov. 10 at 8 a.m. at Sou-
dan Baptist Church. The group 
is a cooperative effort between 
Soudan Baptist and St. Paul’s Lu-
theran churches. All are welcome 
to attend. The breakfast is free of 
charge.

Movie Night at St. James, 
Nov. 11

TOWER- St. James Presbyte-
rian Church in Tower is hosting a 
movie night, “A Question of Faith,” 
on Sunday, Nov. 11 at 6 p.m. Three 
families find themselves at a cross-
roads, questioning their faith and 
the God that guides their lives. As 
each family member deals with 
their issues, their worlds start to 
intertwine. This leads to a chain of 
events, which unknowingly brings 
the three families closer and clos-
er together. Will the families give 
in to the loss, pain, and uncertainty 
that has shattered their lives, or will 
they find the tie that binds them all 
together through hope, trust, re-
demption and goodwill? 
TS Historical Society 
meets Nov. 14

TOWER- The Tower-Soudan 
Historical Society Board of Direc-
tors will hold their regularly sched-

uled meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 
14 at 10 a.m. at Sulu’s. The meet-
ing is open to interested communi-
ty members.

History of St. Nicholas at 
Sulu’s, Nov. 14

TOWER- The Tower Soudan 
Civic Club will hold its next meet-
ing on at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14 at Sulu’s. Please note the 
change of location for this meeting.

Pauly Housenga will share 
how St. Nicholas connects to the 
folk image of Santa Claus in the 
United States and the many other 
names he has been given in other 
countries. The presentation will fo-
cus around the St. Nicolas figures 
that Housenga has collected since 
the 1970s.

Join the Civic Club members 
at Sulu’s to learn about some of the 
traditions and customs behind the 
figure of St. Nicolas in countries 
around the world. Everyone in the 
community and surrounding area 
is welcome to this meeting. Coffee 
an’ will follow Pauly’s presenta-
tion.

Northern Red Hat Belles 
to meet Nov. 15

COOK- The Northern Red Hat 
Belles will meet on Thursday, Nov. 
15 at 12 noon at the Montana Café 
in Cook. At 1:30 p.m., the group 
will go across the street to the 
Comet Theater for a viewing of the 
new movie, A Star is Born. Please 
RSVP to Pam at 218-753-3006.

Vendors needed for 
Tower Holiday Craft Show 
set for Dec. 8

TOWER- The Tower Holiday 
Craft Show will be held on Satur-
day, Dec. 8 from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

at the Tower Civic Center. Tables 
are $20 each (limit two 8-ft. tables 
per vendor) and must be reserved 
and paid for in advance. Checks 
can be made out to Friends of VCS 
and mailed to Vermilion Country 
School, PO Box 629, Tower, MN 
55790 or can be dropped off at the 
charter school or at the Timberjay 
office in Tower. For more informa-
tion, call Jodi Summit at 218-753-
2950.

St. James hosting 
Community Thanksgiving 
Meal on Nov. 22

TOWER- St. James Presby-
terian Church in Tower is hosting 
a free Community Thanksgiving 
Meal on Thursday, Nov. 22 at 1 
p.m. Take-outs will be available 
starting at 1:30 p.m. Please call for 
reservations, 218-753-6005, so we 
can plan how much food to have. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

TSHS Class of 1959 
reunion July 5, 2019

SOUDAN- TSHS class of 
1959, reserve Friday, July 5, 2019, 
to celebrate our 60th class reunion.  
Our reunion will be held at the Ver-
milion Park Inn (old Soudan Hos-
pital) starting at 2 p.m.

 If anyone needs accommo-
dations, Vermilion Park Inn is 
offering our class a special rate, 
four nights for the price of three, 
Wednesday through Saturday, with 
the mid-week rate. Get your reser-
vation in early stating you are from 
TSHS 60th class reunion.

 More information will follow 
as details come together. Commit-
tee Chairs are Diane Grigal and 
Karen Karne.

Orlyn Kringstad, above, and Paul McDonald, below, both took 
time off from campaigning to come to Tower Bingo last Monday. 
McDonald helped VCS students call the bingo games, and Orlyn 
tried his luck. Both were successful in their races on Tuesday. 
photos by J. Summit



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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WINDOW INTO YESTERDAY

Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule (subject to 
change) is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Nov. 13 - Valerie 
Myntti - Traveling the 
Silk Road

Ely Free Clinic 
open Mondays

ELY - The Ely 
Community Health 
Center is open every 
Monday evening from 
5:30-7 p.m. in the AFU 
Building, 111 S 4th 
Ave. East Ely.

For more infor-
mation, call 218-365-
5678.

Supporting the Arts

Ely marks the end of World War I

“Ely  ce lebra ted , 
everyone was there with 
bells on...” so began the 
Ely Miner article of Nov. 
22, 1918. It goes on to say, 
“This time the news was 
signed by one in authority 
and we all believed it and 
busted a lung over the best 
news ever coming to any 
people. Bill (the Kaiser) 
was vanquished and four-
fifths of the people of the 
world shouted Hurrah!”

The article goes on to 
tell of the celebration and 
of the noise – the sheer exu-
berance of men, women 
and children as church 
bells rang, the City Band 
paraded with hundreds of 
the town’s citizens joined 
in an impromptu parade 
complete with ringing 
cow bells, banging on 
washtubs and pails, and 
hearty cheers. Mothers 
and fathers gave heartfelt 
thanks that their sons 
would never have to go to 
war. The war just won was 
the “war to end all wars 
and such would never be 
fought again. It was a glo-
rious day for mankind and 
one the present generation 
would never forget.”

In the archives of the 
Ely-Winton Historical 
Society there are two 
diaries written by Allen 
Brookins Brown who 
arrived in France in late 
June 1917 where he was 
attached to the American 
A mbu lance  Se rv i ce 
in Paris. Upon arrival 
,they were informed that 
rather than transporting 
the wounded they would 
be driving “camions” or 
trucks carrying ammuni-
tion and supplies. Because 
Allen was a volunteer and 
not regular Army, he left 
the unit along with other 
men and entered the service 
of the American Red Cross, 
“which,” he wrote, “I have 
not yet regretted.” 

He later joined the 
regular U.S. Army and 
advanced in rank to 2nd 
Lieutenant. He continued 
in the military becoming a 
Captain during World War 
II. (In a side note, Brown, 
along with his wife Mary 
Catherine, owned and 
operated the Paul Bunyan 

Store on Prairie Portage.)
The United States 

entered World War I on 
April 6, 1917, two days 
after the U.S. Senate voted 
82-6 to declare war against 
Germany. The House of 
Representatives endorsed 
that decision 373 to 50 and 
the United States formally 
entered the war.

When WW I erupted in 
1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson pledged that the 
U.S. would remain neutral. 
This was favored by the 
majority of Americans. 
Britain was one of the 
U.S.’s closest trading part-
ners, and this caused con-
siderable tension between 
Britain and Germany.

Several American 
ships traveling to Britain 
were damaged or sunk 
by German mines and in 
February 2015 Germany 
announced unrestricted 
warfare against all ships, 
whether neutral or not, if 
they entered the war zone 
around Britain.

On May 7, the British-
owned ocean liner Lusitania 
was torpedoed without 
warning off the coast of 
Ireland. Of the nearly 
2,000 people aboard, 1,201 
were killed including 128 
Americans. The German 
government claimed, 
rightly, that the ship was 
carrying munitions and in 
August Germany pledged 
to see to the safety of 
passengers before sinking 
unarmed vessels but in 
November a German 

U-boat sank an Italian 
liner without warning, 
killing 272 including 27 
Americans. These attacks 
swayed public opinion 
in the United States and 
public opinion began to 
turn against Germany.

Now that America 
was in the war it wasn’t 
long before the pressure 
on the troops was coming 
from Austria-Hungary 
and on Dec. 8, 1917, the 
U.S. declared war upon 
that country even though 
President Wilson had not 
yet signed the bill.

The war continued but 
the final Allied push toward 
Germany began on Oct. 
17, 1918. As the British, 
French and American 
armies advanced, the alli-
ance between the Central 
Powers began to collapse. 
Turkey signed an armistice 
at the end of October with 
Austria-Hungary follow-
ing on Nov. 3.

Germany began to 
crumble from within. Faced 
with returning to the sea, 
the sailors of the High Seas 
Fleet stationed at Kiev muti-
nied on Oct. 29 and within a 
few days revolution spread 
throughout the country. On 
Nov. 9 the Kaiser abdicated, 
slipped into the Netherlands 
and so into exile. A German 
Republic was declared and 
they reached out to the 
Allies. At 5 a.m. on the 
morning of Nov. 11, 1918, 
an armistice was signed 
with the agreement calling 
for the cessation of fighting 
along the entire Western 
Front to take place at 11 a.m. 

According to Colonel 
Thomas Gowenlock, an 
intelligence officer in the 
American 1st Division, “I 
drove over to the bank of 
the Meuse River around 
9 a.m. to see the finish of 
the war. The shelling was 
heavy and, as I walked 
down the road, it grew 
steadily worse. It seemed 
to me that every battery 
in the world was trying to 
burn up its guns. At last 
eleven o’clock came – 
but the firing continued. 
The men on both sides 
had decided to give each 
other all they had-their 
farewell to arms. It was 
a very natural impulse 
after their years of war, 
but unfortunately many 
fell after eleven o’clock 

that day.
“All over the world 

on Nov. 11, 1918, people 
were celebrating, dancing 
in the streets, drinking 
champagne. But at the 
front there was no cele-
bration. Many soldiers 
believed the Armistice was 
only temporary and soon 
the war would go on. As 
night came, the quietness, 
unearthly in its penetra-
tion, began to eat into their 
souls. They talked in low 
tones, they were nervous.

“What was to come 
next? They didn’t know. 
They barely cared. Their 
minds were numbed by 
the shock of peace and 
the past consumed their 
whole consciousness. The 
present did not exist and 
they could not conceive 
of the future.”

World War I was 
known as the “war to 
end all wars” because 
of the great slaughter 
and destruction it caused. 
Unfortunately, the peace 
treaty that officially ended 
the conflict—the Treaty of 
Versailles of 1919—forced 
punitive terms on Germany 
that destabilized Europe 
and laid the groundwork 
for World War II.

Along the road from 
Verdun, France, lies St. 
Mihiel American Cemetery 
and Memorial. In that quiet 
and lovely place lie the 
remains of Private Frank 
Lozar, the Ely boy, who 
died Sept. 13, 1918. The 
Ely-Winton Historical 
Society has his complete 
uniform as well as the black 
mourning garb provided his 
mother by the Government 
of the United States.

This display will be 
at Vermilion Community 
Col lege  dur ing  the 
months of November and 
December. After that it will 
move to the public library 
for two more months.

Sources:
Gowenlock, Thomas 

R., Soldiers of Darkness 
(1036) reprinted in Angle, 
Paul, M., The American 
Reader (1958)

T h e  E l y  M i n e r 
(November 15, 1918)

A l l e n  B r o o k i n s 
Brown’s Diaries

‘Never again 
in our lives...’

by MARGARET SWEET
Ely-Winton Historical Society

Allen B. Brown, of 
Ely,above, kept two 
diaries about his 
service in World War I. 
A parade was held in 
the city, top, to mark 
the end of the conflict. 
photos courtesy of the Ely- 
Winton Historical Society

Nominees wanted 
for arts award

ELY - Since 1981, 
the local study and service 
group, the Ely Music and 
Drama Club, has annually 
sought names of Ely citi-
zens who have generously 
given of themselves to the 
enrichment of the local 
arts scene.  

Each year, the Ely 
Music and Drama Club 
selects one of those nomi-

nees to win the Music and 
Drama Club’s Community 
Service to the Arts Award.  
This award is announced 
at the Club’s Christmas 
Dinner and the recipient 
and his or her family are 
invited to join the group 
to celebrate the season of 
giving by recognizing the 
award winner’s contribu-
tions to the arts in Ely.  

The names of all the 
Community Service Award 
Winners are mounted on 

plaques that grace the 
entrance to the Vermilion 
Community College’s Fine 
Arts Theater. Last year’s 
winner was Claire Taylor.   

Community Service 
Award nominees need not 
be living to be acknowl-
edged for their service, 
and several past awards 
have graciously been given 
posthumously.

This year, we welcome 
your recommendations of 
those people who have pro-

moted the arts and enriched 
our lives through their 
service to the community 
through the visual, literary, 
or performing arts. 

Names of nominees 
should be directed to 
Sara Skelton, who can 
be reached at Vermilion 
Community College at 
235-2142 or email s.skelt-
on @vcc.edu. Nominations 
are open until Sunday, 
Nov. 18.

AAUW meets 
Nov. 13

ELY - The monthly 
meeting of Ely Branch of 
American Association 
of University Women 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, at 7 p.m. in 
classroom 124 at VCC.  
The  program will be a 
discussion of Gretchen 
Carlson’s book, “Be 
Fierce.”  Public  invited.  



ELY – More new Ely 
residents introduced them-
selves at a recent Tuesday 
Group gathering.

Joan Wiklund recently 
took over as manager of the 
Brandenburg Gallery on 
Sheridan Street. She grew 
up in South Dakota with 
five siblings. “We grew up 
encouraged to be outside,” 
she said. “In doing so, I 
grew to love nature. With 
many crazy adventures it 
was kind of like survival 
of the fittest. I learned to 
experience a real peace 
from being outdoors, and 
that plays into how and 
why I moved to Ely.”

As a child, she moved 
with her family to several 
small towns in South 
Dakota and Minnesota. 
“All in all, moving all over 
was kind of tough, but I 
made a lot of friends and 
had a lot of experiences,” 
she said.

J o a n  a t t e n d e d 
Augustana College, and 
was married at age 21. 
Her husband joined the 
Air Force. They moved to 
England, She came back 
alone to South Dakota after 
two years, and finished her 

education.
A second marriage 

ensued, the birth of two 
sons and a daughter, a 
move to Prescott, Wis., 
another move to Fort 
Collins, Colo., and the 
purchase of a cabin in the 
mountains kept her love 
of nature alive. “We had 
a compost toilet and lived 
off the grid for most of the 
time,” she said. They then 
moved to Washington, 
D.C., (her husband was 
in government work), 
and eventually back to 
Minnesota.

“What drew me to Ely, 

and keeps me here are the 
sights, sounds and smells 
of nature,” she said. “I have 
been really impressed by 
the many people I have 
met, and the great causes, 
arts, music and all the 
stuff that goes on here is 
unbelievable.”

Joan is a member of 
the Ely City Band, and 
would like to get a group 
together to play over the 
winter.

D r .  K r i s t i n e 
Woerheide moved to Ely 
about a year ago and works 
at the Ely Veterinary 
Clinic. She grew up in 

Lutsen on the North 
Shore, went to college at 
UM-Duluth, spent several 
years moving around, 
including Alaska and 
“working random jobs” 
until she discovered that 
she wanted to be a veter-
inarian. She finished her 
education and now calls 
Ely her home.

She is into camping, 
hiking and canoeing. She 
owns an Alaskan Husky 
and enjoys skijoring. She 
also enjoys woodworking 
and basketball, including 
coaching. As part of her 
Masters Degree she is 

working on researching 
the history of rabies in 
Minnesota. “I am looking 
at getting more involved 
in the public health sector 
as well,” she said

Her partner, Maria 
Paschke, recently joined 
Kristine here in Ely. “I’m 
kind of the opposite of 
Kristine,” she said. “I’m a 
city girl born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. In the short time here 
I feel like I’ve met more 
Italians than there are in 
New York City.”

She grew up in St. 
Louis, Mo., and went 
to college at Macalester 

College in St. Paul, 
where she majored in 
Political Science and 
Urban Studies. “I quickly 
became involved in social 
justice work in the Twin 
Cities,” she said. She 
earned a graduate degree 
in Public Policy in May 
and joined Kristine in Ely 
this summer.

“I am interested in 
seeing what makes commu-
nities thrive,” Maria said. 
“I am interested in learning 
about this community, 
where people are there for 
each other. It is self-suf-
ficient and self-reliant. 
Maria is the new director 
of the Northern Lights 
Clubhouse. “I believe 
that mental health is very 
important,” she said. “Too 
many times we wait until 
somebody is in a crisis. 
Then we send them away. I 
think we can do better than 
that. I hope to build a more 
preventative community.”

“I tend to be uncoordi-
nated” she said. “Skijoring 
is not for me so much. I 
fall down.” She also said 
she enjoys the artistic 
community in Ely. “I hope 
to get involved in music, 
dancing, theater and visual 
arts. Throw it at me and I 
hope to get involved.”
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Around Town

TUESDAY GROUP

WASHINGTON D.C. SENIORS
Spaghetti Dinner
F•U•N•D•R•A•I•S•E•R

ALL-U-CAN-EAT Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, November 9 • 4-7 pm

Ely High School Cafeteria
Spaghetti w/Meat or Veggie Sauce

Tossed Salad/Dressings/Bread Sticks
Cookies/Beverage

 Adults $7 • Students (with school ID) $6
Seniors $6 • Children Grades K-6 $4

Age 4 And Under FREE

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
2019 WASHINGTON DC SENIORS

Join us before the
High School Musical

“ZOMBIE PROM”

Meet a couple of new Ely neighbors
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Dr. Kristine Woerheide and Maria Paschke, left, along with Joan Wiklund, right, have recently 
moved to Ely and introduced themselves at Tuesday Group. photos by K. Vandervort

‘Women Who Care’ raise 
funds for Northern Lights

ELY – Women in the Ely area 
made a difference in their community 
last Sunday night by joining 100+ 
Ely Women Who Care to support 
Northern Lights Clubhouse.

At their event, held at the Ely 
Senior Center, dozens of area women 
raised thousands of dollars for the 
non-profit group.

An awards ceremony was held 

Thursday at 715 Central Ave.
The purpose of 100+ Ely 

Women Who Care is to foster philan-
thropy and community by donating 
as a group to a local charity. By 
contributing a significant amount at 
one time, charities are able to provide 
programs and services that otherwise 
might not be possible. Over 100 Ely 
women contributed to the donations 
this year to support Northern Lights 
Clubhouse that offers so many pro-
grams for people in Ely. 

To date 100+ Women Who 
Care have donated over $22,400 to 
local charities. At their last event 
in May, 100+ Ely women from all 
walks of life joined together and 
voted to contribute over $7,600 to 
Northwoods Partners.

For those who couldn’t 
attend, send in your check directly 
to Northern Lights Clubhouse in care 
of 100+ Ely Women Who Care, PO 
Box 216, Ely, MN 55731.

Gifts That Give Sale set for Nov. 17
ELY The Annual Gifts That Give Sale will be 

held Saturday, Nov. 17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church, 226 East Harvey Street.

At the Gifts That Give Sale, participants can buy hol-
iday gifts  that give twice.  Everything at the sale directly 
benefits people and organizations in need.  This year’s 
tables will support both local and world relief groups like 
Heifer Fund and  SERRV/A Greater Gift (a nonprofit 
selling fair trade gift items from artisan workshops 
around the world).  

Local organizations selling holiday gift items will 
include Friends of the Library, the  Ely Elementary 
PTO, Northern Lights Clubhouse,  VCC’s SCNAVTA 
(the vet tech student service organization)  and  Forestry 
and Wildlife Club.

Items to buy include pet toys, household and kitchen 
items, greeting cards,  candles,  Christmas ornaments 
and balsam swags, fire starters, children’s books,  fairly- 
traded chocolate and much more. 

Shopping at Gifts that Give allows one to get a 
jump on their holiday gift list, feel good about giving to 
people in need, and learn something new about the great 
service and relief organizations served by many of the 
dedicated and creative volunteers in our community.

The Ely Food Shelf will be serving soup, rolls, and 
coffee for a free will donation, with all proceeds going 
directly to the Food Shelf.  There will be live music and 
an activity table to keep kids busy while parents shop.  

The sale is coordinated by St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church.  Email elystmarys@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or if you would like to sponsor a table at the sale.

NLAA annual meeting set for Nov. 12
ELY – The Northern Lakes Arts Association’s 2018 

Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, Nov. 12, 
beginning at 7p.m. in the Vermilion Community College 
Theater Lobby. Light refreshments will be available.

ELY HALLOWEEN FUN

Halloween characters 
spotted around Ely 
this year included, 
clockwise from upper 
left, Ethan Perkins, 
Ashley Millett and 
Becky Zupancich, 
Madeline Kalberg, 
Natasha Falkrod, 
Madeline Perry and 
Milo Perry, Beau 
Peterson, and Bella 
Davis.
photos by K. Vandervort
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COOK COUNCIL

Community Notices

Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

Lyn Reed and Ron 
Maki exhibit

COOK - Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts is 
proud to announce the 
opening of an exhibit of 
new work by two former 
art instructors from ISD 
2142.  Lyn Reed and Ron 
Maki, who taught a com-
bined 50-plus years in the 
Cook and Orr schools, 
are showing to the public 
what they have been cre-
ating since retiring from 
the classroom. 

Lyn will be showing 
a new line of ceramics/
pottery.  Ron will be ex-
hibiting some of his cur-
rent large abstract paint-
ings. 

The opening recep-
tion, including time to 
visit with the artists, will 
be on Friday, Nov. 9, 
from 6 to 8 p.m.   Reac-
quaint yourself with the 
artists or come and meet 
them for the first time.  
Join us to view something 
new, challenging and dif-
ferent, from two people 
who taught our students 
how to think in different 
ways and to create new 
worlds.  The show runs 
the whole month of No-
vember, starting Nov. 1.

Gallery hours and 
days are Thursday and 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Readers and 
Rappers, Nov. 13

COOK - The book 
club has their next meet-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 13. 
Meeting place is at the 
Homestead Apartments 
in Cook at 1 p.m.

The book to be dis-
cussed is ‘The Aviator’s 
Wife’  by Melanie Benja-
min. ‘The Aviator’s Wife’ 
is a work of historical fic-
tion about the life of Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh.

The moderator is 
Jane Kujala and hostess is 
Susan Kolstad.

 Following the dis-
cussion, there will be a 
visit from local author Pat 
McGauley, who will be 
introducing his new book 
titled ‘Waiting’.

 The book selection 
for December is  ‘Stones 
from the River’ by Ursula 
Hegi.

 New members are 
always welcome.

Christmas 
program at 
Edge Center

BIGFORK - For 
anyone who wants to en-

joy a fun “Scandinavian 
Christmas” evening with-
out having to be Swedish 
or Norwegian, the Edge 
Center in Bigfork will be 
presenting a Christmas 
program filled with mu-
sic, singing and dancing.  
In fact not being Swed-
ish or Norwegian might 
even be better, because it 
might all be a totally new 
experience. This program 
has been performed at 
the Guthrie, on the Prai-
rie Home Companion, in 
New York, and Norway. 
Anything that well-trav-
eled certainly must have 
a lot to keep audiences 
coming. Indeed a “Scan-
dinavian Christmas” is 
something for the whole 
family and it is entertain-
ing, enjoyable and fun. 
On Dec. 16 the only dis-
tance one has to go is to 
Bigfork at the Edge Cen-
ter to see this show. Come 
and see what’s going on.  
It is a family-friendly 
show and will be on cen-
ter stage Sunday, Dec. 16 
at 2 p.m. Prices will be 
$15 for adults and $5 for 
children.

Hunters Supper-
Wild Game feed 
on Nov. 10 in Cook 

COOK- Everyone is 
invited to attend the wild 
game feed the second 
weekend of deer hunt-
ing on Saturday, Nov. 10 
at the Cook Community 
Center. Dinner will be 
served starting at 6:30 
p.m. Plenty of food will 
be provided, but if you 
want to bring your own 
contribution, nobody 
is going to stop you! 
The event will run from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. and will 
involve a short program 
along with supper. Hope 
to see you there!

Veterans Day 
lunch at Trinity 
Lutheran in Cook

COOK- Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Cook 
will be hosting a Veterans 
Day luncheon on Mon-
day, Nov. 12 from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the church 
fellowship hall.  

This free lasagna 
lunch is in recognition of 
the service and dedication 
our veterans have given 
for our country.  All area 
veterans and their family 
members are welcome to 
attend, as well as surviv-
ing spouses of veterans. 
Any questions can be di-
rected to the church office 
at 218-666-5965. Trinity 

Lutheran is located off 
Hwy. 53 by the Ameri-
can Bank in Cook at 213 
2nd St. SE. Handicapped 
parking is available in 
both the north and the 
south parking lots.

Food for Fines at 
Cook Library

COOK - Bring one 
nonperishable food item 
and we will delete all 
fines on one item. Items 
include books, DVDs, 
and audio books. For ex-
ample, if you have fines 
on three items, three food 
donations will clear fines 
on those items. Food do-
nations must be presented 
to library staff in order 
to clear fines from the li-
brary card account. Food 
items should not be out-
dated.

Fine Forgiveness for 
Youth (0-17): Fines on 
lost or overdue items will 
be waived when items are 
returned.

Library materials 
must be returned and 
checked in before fines 
can be removed. All col-
lected food items will be 
given to the Cook Food 
Shelf.

Friends of the 
Library basket 
fundraiser

COOK - Beginning 
Nov. 13, the Cook Friends 
of the Library will be 
sponsoring a combination 
silent auction and dollar 
raffle ticket fundraiser.  A 
variety of baskets, con-
tainers and items will be 
on display at the Cook 
Public Library. Winners 
will be drawn during the 
Volunteer Appreciation 
Event on Thursday,  Dec. 
13 at 6 p.m. 

Winners need not be 
present and will be noti-
fied.

North Woods 
teacher 
conferences

FIELD TWP - Teach-
er conferences for par-
ents and guardians will 
be held here Thursday, 
Nov. 8 and 15. Confer-
ence hours on both days 
are 3:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
The conference sched-
ule is also available on 
the North Woods School 
website. Please note this 
is a change in the previ-
ously published school 
district calendar. The up-
dated calendar may be 
found on the school and 
district websites.

We have been robbed 
of Indian Summer.  Very 
few sunny days mixed 
with cold temperatures 
have been the weath-
er for October and the 
beginning of November. 
What is an Indian Sum-
mer? Here are the criteria 
for a true Indian summer: 
As well as being warm, 
the atmosphere during 
Indian Summer is hazy or 
smoky, there is no wind, 

the barometer is stand-
ing high, and the nights 
are clear and chilly. A 
cool, shallow polar air 
mass is converting into 
a deep, warm, stagnant 
anticyclone (high pres-
sure) system, which has 
the effect of causing the 
haze and large swing in 
temperature between day 
and night. The time of 
occurrence is important. 
The warm days must fol-
low a spell of cold weath-
er or a good hard frost. 
The conditions described 
above also must occur 
between St. Martin’s 
Day (November 11) 
and November 20. For 
over 200 years, The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac has 
adhered to the saying, 
“If All Saints’ (Novem-
ber 1) brings out winter, 
St. Martin’s brings out 
Indian Summer.” You 
will agree we have been 

robbed of fall and no hint 
of an Indian Summer.

Deer season opened 
bringing many hunters to 
the area.  So far not many 
deer have been harvest-
ed.  Joe Bonner reported 
hearing three shots all 
opening weekend. The 
deer must read the calen-
dar and head to the bush 
when it is deer season; 
just a day before season 
opened, five deer were 
munching on grass on 
Rocky Road.

Flu season is right 
around the corner.  
Adults age sixty-five and 
older are at high risk for 
developing flu-related 
complications. Having a 
flu shot can reduce your 
risk of catching the flu 
by 50-60 percent. Drug 
stores, Walgreens in 
Virginia and Jon’s Drug 
in Eveleth, are offering 
shots for your conve-

nience. 
The Edward Fitz-

gerald Memorial Beacon 
Lighting will be observed 
on November 10, 2018.  
The annual lighting of 
Split Rock Lighthouse on 
Lake Superior commem-
orates the 1975 sinking 
of the Edmund Fitzgerald 
and the loss of 29 crew 
members.

Did you remember 
to set your clocks back 
one hour with daylight 
savings time ending?  It 
is embarrassing to appear 
in church at the wrong 
time. The main purpose 
of Daylight Savings 
Time (called “Summer 
Time” in many places in 
the world) is to make bet-
ter use of daylight. We 
change our clocks during 
the summer months to 
move an hour of day-
light from the morning 
to the evening. Coun-

tries around the world 
have different change 
dates. According to some 
sources, DST saves ener-
gy. On January 4, 1974, 
President Nixon signed 
into law the Emergen-
cy Daylight Savings 
Time Energy Conserva-
tion Act of 1973. Then, 
beginning on January 6, 
1974, implementing the 
Daylight Savings Time 
Energy Act, clocks were 
set ahead. With the 
exception of the Nava-
jo Nation, Arizona does 
not set the clocks forward 
one hour in spring for 
DST with the rest of the 
United States. Germany 
was the first country to 
enact daylight savings 
time during World War 
I.  Just remember, spring 
ahead and fall back and 
you will always be on 
time.

Mike Lang is recov-

ering nicely from his 
back surgery. He joined 
his brothers in Grand 
Rapids for their annual 
deer hunting gathering. 
Linda Lang has returned 
home from her adventure 
driving Zelda Bruns to 
her new home in South 
Carolina.

Not much news this 
week as everyone is at 
the shack for deer hunt-
ing.  We should hear 
many stories of the great 
hunts in a few weeks.

Did you vote?  If not, 
don’t complain! 

Let us hear from you! 
Send news by e-mail to 
info@thelakecountry.
com, by fax at 218-757-
3533 or by phone to 
Sandy at 218-757-3233 
and it will be added.

Until next week the 
Teapot Dames are sing-
ing off.

GRIZZLY UPDATE

North Woods Principal John Vukmanich 
interviews one of the school’s newest teachers

Meet Ms. Kylee Uncini

Two weeks ago I 
mistakenly stated that 
I was all through with 
my new teacher inter-
views.  I was wrong! 
A new teacher began at 
North Woods School in 
the elementary the sec-
ond week of school, Ms. 
Uncini.

North Woods is a 
two-section elementary 
school, which means we 
have two classes for each 
grade.  The exception 
was first grade, which 
was a single section. Just 
prior to the start of the 
school year, addition-
al student enrollments 
pushed the class size up 
to a level that is general-
ly considered too large 
for effective instruction.  
As a result, the class was 
split in half, requiring a 
new instructor. This is 
where our story begins.

Mr. Vukmanich: 
Where are you original-
ly from and where did 
you go to high school 
and college?

Ms. Uncini: I am 
from Hibbing, MN and 
went to school at Hib-
bing HS.  I started col-
lege at Hibbing Commu-
nity College, eventually 
transferring and receiv-
ing my degree in educa-
tion from Bemidji State 
University.

Mr. V: Were there 
teachers who were an 
influence on you?  
Please name a few if 
you can.

Ms. U: Mrs. Bor-
don, 8th grade tutor at 
my junior high. She real-
ly helped me academi-
cally. 

Mr. V: What char-
acteristics did these 
teachers have that were 
important to you?

Mr. U: She was pas-
sionate, excited to teach, 
and never gave up on us. 

Mr. V: What do you 
teach at North Woods?

Ms. U: 1st grade
Mr. V: Why did you 

choose teaching as a 
profession?

Ms. U: At first, I 
was going into histo-
technology, which is the 
study of tissue.  I had a 
chance to intern in the 
field, and didn’t like it. 
I always had a way to 
relate to kids, and decid-
ed to become a teacher.

Mr. V: What are 
your hobbies?

Ms. U: Snowboard-
ing, reading, spending 
time at the lake, horse-
back riding.

Mr. V: What is 
something you really 
like about North Woods?

Ms. U: Everybody 
knows each other, it’s 
like a big family.  

Mr. V: What is a 
professional goal for 
you?

Ms. U: To get expe-

rience, and be the best 
I can to help my kids.  
I want to grow profes-
sionally.

Mr. V: What is 
something you love 
about northern MN?

Ms. U: I love the 
seasons…..even winter!

Mr. V: What is a 
piece of advice you’d 
give your students?

Ms. U: Try your 
best!  Focus on import-
ant things like being a 
good person, and know 
that you can be anything 
you want to be if you 
work at it.

Mr. V: What do you 
hope that your students 
will remember you for?

Ms. U: I want them 
to remember the activi-
ties that we did in class, 
and that I am patient 
with them, and that I 
listen to them.

Thank you, Ms. 
Uncini, for letting us 
get to know you a little 
better. Welcome to our 
school!

Your Principal,
John Vukmanich
Go Grizzlies!

JOHN
VUKMANICH

Kylee
UNCINI

Council remains unchanged

COOK - The city 
council here will remain 
unchanged following 
Tuesday’s election.

Three candidates 
ran on a ticket with two 
seats open. Both incum-
bents, Jody Bixby and 
Kim Brunner, will retain 
their seats with 136 and 
124 votes respectively.

“I am very happy 
and very excited,” Bixby 
said Wednesday morn-

ing. “We have lots of 
things we (the council) 
are working on. It will 
be a good next term with 
everyone back. Thanks 
to all of the voters who 
voted for me, it means a 
lot.”

The lone challenger 
in the race, Daniel Re-
ing, received 118 votes 
in the contest.

Five write-in ballots 
were cast in the election, 
three of those votes were 
for Dan Manick.

Manick, howev-
er, did win his re-elec-

tion bid to the St. Louis 
County School District 
with 335 write-in votes 
region-wide.

After missing the 
number of votes re-
quired to move on in the 
county comissioner race 
in August, Manick led 
a word-of-mouth cam-
paign to retain his school 
board seat. 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor
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Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmobile. 
Nov. 8 & 29, Dec. 20
Nett Lake – 

Community Center      
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake 
– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 2:30 
p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       
For further information on the Bookmobile or 

Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrowhead 
Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 
55768  218-741-3840, or check our website at www.
alslib.info.

VOLLEYBALL DINNER

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for lessStop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Winter Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective Now)

The North Woods

Sponsored by the Class of 2022
Saturday, Nov. 10

10 AM-3 PM
at North Woods School
Variety of Vendors,
Concessions and

Raffle Baskets
We hope to see you there!

Top Row: Madison Antikainen, Morgan Burnett, Regan Ratai, Kayla Tschida, Taylor Mejdrich, Coley Olson, Karlyn Pierce and Kate Stone.
Bottom Row: Hanna Sandberg, Claire Beaudry and Maddy Serna.   photo by C. Stone. 

Clockwise from top-
left: Regan Ratai and 
Claire Beaudry with 
All Academic awards; 
Coley Olson, Ratai, and 
Hanna Sandberg  - All 
Conference; Morgan 
Burnett - most set 
assists; Sandberg - most 
ace serves and most 
digs; Taylor Mejdrich - 
most improved; Ratai 
and Karlyn Pierce - most 
blocks. photos by C. Stone

FIELD TWP - The North Woods Grizzlies 
Volleyball team had their season-end banquet 
here last week. Coaches handed out awards 
given by the school and the state high school 
league honoring the players.

A 
Tradition
of Trust

•  Traditional Funerals
•  Graveside Services
•  Cremation
•  Pre-Need Planning
•  Monuments by

Warren Mlaker

Mlaker
FUNERAL

HOME
www.mlakerfuneralhome.com

218.666.5298
Cell-218.240.5395

Cook, MN
24 Hours A Day

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!
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2018 General Election Returns, federal, state, and county by city and township
District 3A                 US Senate             US Senate               8th Dist Rep                  Governor      Attorney General       House 3A           Commissioner      Total* 
Precinct             Klobuchar  Newberger    Smith   Housley      Radinovich  Stauber  Sandman          Walz     Johnson    Ellison  Wardlow  Johnson    Ecklund  Goutermont     McDonald  Mettler

Babbitt  388 324 339 358 317 392 32 341 362 327 362 42 389 350 244 491 739 
Beatty  148 136 130 151 117 164 5 130 154 111 162 12 132 151 180 71 288
Breitung  185 131 174 140 155 158 10 167 151 160 148 11 193 131 181 138 328
Camp Five  7 11 3 15 2 14 2 4 13 3 14 1 6 12 11 5 18
Cook  145 89 134 93 122 113 6 130 96 125 95 13 147 95 136 82 242 
Crane Lake  27 43 18 48 16 53 2 19 49 19 47 2 46 22 54 12 71
Eagles Nest  96 73 91 78 86 80 9 91 79 81 80 11 88 76 103 59 175
Ely  955 649 855 722 828 820 53 844 762 799 769 114 1010 660 1177 444 1705
Fall Lake  271  163 243 186 236 194 10 252 180 230 199 15 258 178 NA NA  441   
Field  101 76 97 77 94 86 4 98 81 87 83 12 105 75 125 49 182
Greenwood  342 252 310 271 286 289 30 313 269 277 294 27 347 252 350 223 606
Kabetogama  49 42 44 45 40 51 2 43 46 41 47 4 58 35 45 24 93
Leiding  87 106 72 114 67 125 4 79 115 72 116 6 92 101 114 52 197
Linden Grove 32 26 22 35 19 39 1 25 33 20 36 4 23 34 38 21 60
Morse  469 319 433 356 404 382 24 438 358 412 362 20 468 322 540 199 805
Orr  62 55 52 61 44 74 2 53 62 44 68 5 62 57 83 31 120
Owens  59 68 49 74 46 78 7 46 77 40 80 11 70 56 70 56 131
Portage  46 45 33 55 26 61 6 34 55 30 58 5 46 44 51 36 93
SE Koochiching 28 11 26 11 19 11 11 25 13 21 14 1 26 11 NA NA   41 
 Stony River  54 52 54 51 54 55  2 53 48 52 52 11 56 48 NA NA 111
Tower  138 87 132 95 119 113 14 124 107 121 102 20 155 88 135 107 246 
Willow Valley  20 30 18 38 19 31 2 17 30 18 30 4 23 29 28 23 52
Winton  48 33 40 39 40 41 4 41 41 37 42 4 50 34 61 20 85 

Embarrass 155 155 143 163 130 181 15 136 171 126 175 19 196 124 54 264 326 
Kugler 63 29 57 32 54 38 1 55 34 53 34 6 61 32 57 37 94
Pike 145 81 128 92 123 102 4 133 91 116 100 9 143 80 98 122 230
Verm. Lake 114 65 101 73 95 83 5 100 77 86 81 12 109 68 101 77 182
Waasa 74 53 66 55 61 61 8 69 58 59 60 10 76 52 23 106 131

Alango 75 40 68 42 63 49 6 68 46 65 42 10 70 47 58 56   119
Angora 76 52 68 57 66 60 3 67 59 60 58 10 71 55 65 57   130
Bearville 57 34 52 36 49 41 4 55 37 48 38 4 57 34 NA NA     63
Morcom 25 17 22 20 21 20 1 22 19 21 19 1 22 19 28 13   42
Sturgeon 48 29 46 28 41 34 3 45 32 38 33 7 46 32 51 24   79 

Unofficial results from the Minnesota Secretary of State   *based on actual votes cast, total voters may vary slightly

District 6B                 US Senate             US Senate               8th Dist Rep                  Governor      Attorney General          House 3A           Commissioner       Total 
Precinct             Klobuchar  Newberger    Smith   Housley      Radinovich  Stauber  Sandman          Walz     Johnson    Ellison  Wardlow  Johnson      Lislegard  Tomczak       McDonald  Mettler

District 6A                  US Senate             US Senate               8th Dist Rep                  Governor      Attorney General          House 3A           Commissioner       Total 
Precinct             Klobuchar  Newberger    Smith   Housley      Radinovich  Stauber  Sandman          Walz     Johnson    Ellison  Wardlow  Johnson     Sandstede  Anderson       McDonald  Mettler

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 
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to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!
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Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 
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P.O. Box 636, 414 Main St
Tower, MN 55790 • 218-753-2950

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!
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TACOS...Continued from page 1

COUNTY...Continued from page 1

soft tacos, bratwurst, 
and ice cream (beating 
out rival Joey Chestnut 
after downing 15.5 pints, 
though the world record is 
held by female eater Miki 
Sudo, who downed 16.5 
pints the year before).

Sudo, the top-ranked 
female eater, was on hand 
at this year’s Indian Taco 
event in hopes of eating 
her way to another record. 
She was “super-excited” 
to be on Lake Vermilion. 

C r o w d - f a v o r i t e 
Gideon Oji was back for 
a second try. Oji, who 
hails from Nigeria and 
at six feet, nine inches, 
stands almost a head taller 
than the other competi-
tors, came to the U.S. in 
college, playing basket-
ball for Clayton State in 
Georgia. Oji has started to 
tally his own wins, includ-
ing a first-place finish in 
the first-ever kale-eating 
championship, beating 
out the favorite, Joey 
Chestnut. He is now 
ranked sixth in the world.

Esper hadn’t come 
to the competition unpre-
pared. An electronics 
teacher at a vocational 
high school, he had the 
school’s culinary depart-
ment make him fried 
dough for practice eating.

Esper said his stu-
dents don’t give him 
much respect for his many 
MLE championships.

“The kids aren’t 
impressed unless it’s a 
video game,” he said.

Chestnut, on the other 
hand, was not feeling as 
confident as he had the 
year before. He was busy 
stretching out his jaw in 
several very uncomfort-
able looking positions.

“It’s been a pretty 
good year,” he said “but 
I lost a few more than I 
wanted.”

Chestnut was under-
standably proud of his 
new world-record hot-dog 
record set on July 4.

“I am feeling a little 
older this year,” said the 
about-to-turn 35-year-
old. “It’s taking me longer 
to recover after a compe-
tition.” Chestnut admitted 
he wasn’t getting out 
running as much as in 
previous years, and said 
he was planning on lacing 
his shoes up more often.

Mike Sullivan was 
this year’s MLE emcee. 
A product developer for 
a cosmetic company for 
his day job, he got his 
start in MLE after pro-
ducing the top-rated (and 
only) podcast devoted to 
the sport of competitive 
eating. At the pre-start 
meeting, he reminded 
the ten competitors that 
this was a “heavy-debris” 
food that would require 
a lot of drinking during 
the competition, but that 

no food dunking was 
allowed, and then went 
over the rules for how the 
plates would be scored. 
The competition had a 
total of $5,000 in prize 
money, with $2,500 to 
the winner and the rest 
split between second to 
sixth places.

Sullivan got the 
crowd, which included a 
very dedicated front row, 
and many repeat visitors, 
roaring as he began to 
introduce the eaters.

“This is where heroes 
are born,” he said. “These 
10 brave souls have come 
to the coliseum of con-
sumption….for the battle 
of titans.”

Two locals graced 
the stage along with eight 
pros. Fortune Bay’s IT 
Director Alex Cook, 
along with newly-election 
Tribal Council member 
Pete Boney, were intro-
duced first.

As Chestnut was 
introduced, Sullivan 
noted the one dark mark 
on his resume was last 
year’s loss at Fortune 
Bay. But he noted that 
Chestnut was used to 
“looking fear in the face.”

Sullivan led the 
crowd in the countdown 
to begin the eight minutes 
of eating, and contestants 
readied their drinking 
glasses, filled with either 
water or an assortment 

of brightly-colored fruit 
punch, while several 
adjusted their video 
cameras, focused in on 
their plates, each stacked 
four high, with five small-
ish fry-bread discs topped 
with taco meat.

Each plate held the 
same weight of fry-
bread and seasoned meat. 
Banquet staff Danette 
Lambert and Sunshine 
Bundy had spent over 
six hours making the 
bread from scratch, and 
making sure each batch 
was the same consistency, 
thickness, and crustiness.

The eight minutes 
passed by in a flash. The 
eaters, at least the profes-
sional ones, were focused, 
and almost robotic as they 
alternated between hand-
fuls of food and a quick 
swig of liquid, repeating 
the motions over and 
over. 

The two local eaters 
mostly just had fun. 
Boney tried to sneak one 
of his fry breads onto 
Cook’s plate and was 
eating at a rather pedes-
trian pace (he actually 
only finished three of the 
small fry bread tacos). 
Cook downed eight. But 

both had a fun time and 
didn’t have to deal with 
the painful aftermath of 
massive consumption.

Sudo,  who was 
clearly the crowd favor-
ite, ended up finishing 
fourth, having downed 
20 tacos.

Chestnut and Oji tied 
for second, at 23 and a half 
tacos, which was a disap-
pointing performance for 
Chestnut, who downed 28 
tacos last year. 

It was clear from mid-
race that Esper had the 
clear lead, as his stack of 
empty plates rose higher 

than any of his competi-
tors. When the final tally 
was done, he was credited 
with 30.5 tacos, up 1.5 
from last year’s winning 
number.

And while one might 
think that after eating that 
many fry bread tacos one 
would forgo dinner, you 
would be wrong. Esper, 
once the competition was 
over, was headed down-
stairs to try out the buffet.

“I still have some 
room left,” he said, noting 
he was hoping for some 
nice desserts.

support in the Embarrass 
and Babbitt areas, as well 
as portions of the Aurora 
area.

“I want to thank my 
family for their com-
mitment and support,” 
McDonald said. “It would 
have been a very diffi-

cult road without them. 
It goes hand in hand for 
my campaign committee, 
especially over the past 
several weeks. It has been a 
pleasure for me to canvass 
the Fourth District. I’ve 
had the chance to meet so 
many people.”

M c D o n a l d  a n d 
Mettler were the two 
winners of the August 
primary, setting the stage 
for Tuesday’s vote.

R u k a v i n a  h a d 
endorsed McDonald ahead 
of Tuesday’s vote. 

McDonald advocated 

a fairer distribution of 
funds across the county. 
“One of the first things 
we’re going to have to 
do is setting a budget 
working towards fairness 
and equity for the Fourth 
District,” McDonald said 
on Wednesday morning. 

“I’ll be an advocate for 
each and every one of them 
(the voters).”

McDonald also talked 
frequently of HISdesire 
to see rural hospitals 
establish specialty units 
for mental health to take 
pressure off of care facili-

ties in Hibbing and Duluth.
M c D o n a l d  w i l l 

assume his new role in 
January when he is set to 
be sworn in.

NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

For
All Your

Feed & Seed
Needs

FLIP...Continued from page 1

conservative groups that 
blanketed the airwaves 
and Internet with attack 
ads against Radinovich, 
mostly over traffic viola-
tions and other youthful 
indiscretions. As one of 
only a small handful of 
districts in the country 
that the GOP identified as 
possible pick-ups, GOP-
supporting political action 
committees spent more 
than $6 million attacking 
Radinovich.

“We have seen the 
impact that outside money 
can have in a race can 
have,” said Radinovich 
spokesman Bennett Smith. 
“It’s not a good impact; it’s 

not good for our democ-
racy or having faith in the 
folks elected. We need 
to hold elected officials 
accountable to the prom-
ises they make.”

Radinvoch, for his 
part, set a fundraising 
record for the district in 
the third quarter, with 
over  $1.25 million raised 
by non-corporate donors. 
But it wasn’t enough to 
fight back against the big 
outside money.

Neither candidate 
showed strength on their 
home turf. Radinovich 
won handily in St. Louis 
County, including in 
Stauber’s hometown of 

Duluth, running up a 
nearly 20,000-vote margin 
county-wide. Radinovich 
also outpaced Stauber 
in most precincts on the 
Iron Range, although 
results from northern St. 
Louis County were more 
mixed. At the same time, 
Radinovich lost ground 
on his home turf, failing 
to crack 40 percent of 
the vote in Crow Wing 
County, where he grew up 
in the former mining town 
of Crosby. Stauber showed 
strength throughout the 
Brainerd lakes region and 
the southern portion of the 
district, which now dips all 
the way into the northern 

Twin Cities exurbs.
Stauber’s campaign 

laid out few policy pro-
posals, focusing mostly 
on the candidate’s support 
for copper-nickel mining 
and President Trump. He 
also went against some 
GOP leaders in declaring 
support for protecting 
Social Security and allow-
ing pre-existing conditions 
to be covered by health 
insurance.

Radinovich on the 
other hand, embraced 
progressive policies such 
as support for single-payer 
healthcare. 

A third candidate in 
the race, Independence 

Party candidate Ray 
“Skip” Sandman, gar-
nered four percent of the 
vote in the race. While his 
presence may have pulled 
votes from Radinovich, 
with whom he was more 
closely-aligned politically, 
Sandman was ultimately 
not a spoiler, since Stauber 
did win a slim majority, 
with 50.7 percent of the 
vote. 

As of press time, the 
Eighth District was the 
lone district in Minnesota 
to flip to the GOP. The 
state’s First District race, 
between GOP candidate 
Jim Hagedorn and DFLer 
Dan Feehan, was too close 

to call, with a margin of 
less than half a percent, 
making a recount possible. 

Meanwhile,  DFL 
candidates  unseated 
two Republican house 
members, Erik Paulsen 
in the Third District and 
Jason Lewis in the Second, 
meaning Minnesota will 
likely keep its current split 
of five DFL-controlled 
congressional seats to three 
for the GOP. That assumes 
that Hagedorn retains his 
roughly 1,500- vote lead in 
the First District, pending 
a possible recount. 



Robert Scheuer 
R o b e r t  “ B o b ” 

Scheuer, 87, of Ely, died on 
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018, at 
St. Mary’s Medical Center 
in Duluth. A Funeral Mass 
will be celebrated at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 10 
at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely with visita-
tion beginning at 10 a.m. 
Family arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

He was born on Jan. 
22, 1931, in Brainerd, to 
Mary and Eugene Scheuer. 
He  gradua ted  f rom 
Brainerd High School, 
Brainerd Junior College 
and St. John’s University 
in Collegeville where he 
received his BA degree 
in 1952. He was inducted 

into the U.S. Army and 
spent most of his service in 
Korea. After his discharge, 
he taught English in Aitkin 
and Stillwater before 
moving to Ely, where he 
taught for two years before 
becoming principal of 
the newly-formed junior 
high school. Later he 
was principal of the com-
bined junior and senior 
high schools until he 
retired in 1993. In the 
1960s, Bob and his friend 
George Marsnik orga-
nized and spent endless 
hours working with the 
Ely elementary basketball 
program. Bob enjoyed 
gardening, woodworking, 
skiing, making cards on his 
computer, and tutoring at 
Homework Club. He and 

his wife Katherine served 
as Global Volunteers, 
teaching English in China. 
Bob was a member of 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church and sang in the 
choir for many years.

Bob is survived by his 
wife, Katherine; sons, Karl, 
Paul and John; daughters, 
Gretchen (Brad) Bensen, 
Veronica (Warren) Olsen, 
Anna (Keith) Larson 
and Nichole (Duane) 
Farkas; grandchildren, 
Bronte, Brandise, Peter 
Jr., Eugene, Danielle, 
Tim, Benedict, John, 
Kyle, Andrew, Louis, 
Gretchen, Matthew and 
Will; great-granddaugh-
ter, Emily; and foreign 
exchange sons, Luiz, 
Garry and Jorge.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; broth-
ers, Fr. Benedict Scheuer 
and Fr. James Scheuer; 
and son, Peter, who died 
in 2017.

Anton J. Golobich
Anton J.  “Tony” 

Golobich, 95, of Ely, 
passed away on Saturday, 
Nov. 3, 2018, at the 
Boundary Waters Care 
Center in Ely, one week 
after the passing of his 
beloved wife, Angie. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Thursday, 
Nov. 8 at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
Family arrangements 
were entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

The family would like 
to extend special thanks to 
the staff at BWCC for the 
many years of wonderful 
care and recent additional 
care by Essentia East 
Range Hospice.

He is survived by his 
children, Robbie Golobich 
of Wayzata, Gerry (Mary 
Lynn) Golobich of Mt. 
Iron and Russ (Sue) 
Golobich of Coon Rapids; 
grandchildren, Jennifer 
(Chris) DeChantal of 
Maple Grove, Steven 
(Jill) Golobich of Duluth, 

Travis (fiancé Samantha) 
Golobich of Fargo, N.D., 
and Brent Golobich of 
Coon Rapids; and nieces 
and nephews.

Lorrayne E. Aysta
Lorrayne Evelyn 

Abelson Aysta, 90, born 
in Wuori Township, died 
on Wednesday, Oct. 
31, 2018, at the Thorne 
Crest Retirement Center 
in Albert Lea. She was 
very proud to be a “Iron 
Ranger”. Graveside ser-
vices will be held at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 
the Florenton Cemetery 
in Virginia.

 She is survived by 
her son, Scott (Diane) 
Aysta and granddaugh-
ter, Chloe, all of Albert 
Lea;  brother-in-law, 
Robert “Bob” Nevala of 
Embarrass; sister-in-law, 
Lillian “Shorty” Abelson 
of Maple Grove; special 
cousin Brian “Face” Maki; 
nieces, nephews and a host 
of good friends.

Karen J. Jiacik
Karen Josephine 

Starkman Jiacik, 78, 
lifelong resident of Ely, 
died on Thursday, Oct. 
25, 2018, at the Ely 
Bloomenson Community 
Hospital. Funeral services 

will be held at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 10 at 
First Lutheran Church in 
Ely. Private burial will 
be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be sent to Boundary 
Waters Care Center or 
Northwoods Partners of 
Ely. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Kerntz 
Funeral Home of Ely.

She  i s  surv ived 
by her husband of 58 
years, Richard “Richie”; 
daughters, Peggy (Leo) 
Kainz, Roxy (Chuck) 
Graff and Val (Ben) 
McGrath; grandchildren, 
Brandi, Bill and Brittany; 
father of her grandchil-
dren, Mark Richards; 
nine great-grandchildren; 
sister, LaVerne (Tootsie) 
Kuzma; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Joyce Garman
Joyce Garman, 76, 

of Embarrass, passed 
away on Sunday, Oct. 
28, 2018, at Carefree 
Living in Aurora. There 
will be no formal ser-
vices. Arrangements are 
with Ziemer-Moeglein-
Shatava Funeral Home of 
Aurora.

Robert Hodge
R o b e r t  “ B o b ” 

Hodge, 97, of Ely, died 
on Friday, Nov. 2, 2018. 
Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Kerntz Funeral 
Home of Ely.

Joyce M. 
Jorgenson

J o y c e  M i l d r e d 
J o r g e n s o n ,  8 5 ,  o f 
Embarrass ,  d ied on 
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018, at 
her home. Arrangements 
are with Ziemer-Moeglein-
Shatava Funeral Home of 
Aurora.
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real estate broker Jeff Hill 
garnered 55 votes. 

Kringstad has been 
the lead developer on the 
city’s planned town home 
development on the Tower 
harbor, but he has since 
divested himself finan-
cially from the project 
to avoid any possible 
conflicts of interest in his 
new role as mayor. While 
Kringstad has extensive 
experience in the corporate 
and non-profit world, this 
was his first quest for polit-
ical office and he brought 
considerable energy to 

the task.
“I visited every neigh-

borhood and knocked on 
at least 80 percent of the 
doors in Tower,” he said. 
“I had a lot of good con-
versations. I feel energized 
by the many comments I 
heard, and candid conver-
sations I had.” Kringstad 
said he intends to continue 
getting to know the resi-
dents and business owners 
in town.

“It is clear that people 
want change and want 
development to begin 
again,” he said. “This will 

definitely be a priority.”
In addition to his 

former involvement with 
the town home project, 
Kringstad and his wife 
opened Nordic Home 
North, a gift shop, on 
Tower’s Main Street, and 
manage the Marjo Motel, 
which they helped reopen 
more than a year ago. 
Kringstad was also closely 
involved in the transfer of 
ownership of the Standing 
Bear Marina to Your Boat 
Club, which is in the 
process of a significant 
upgrade to the long derelict 

facility. 
Kringstad will be 

replacing current mayor 
Josh Carlson, who opted 
not to seek re-election.

Abrahamson, 
Beldo win 
council seats

Former mayor Steve 
Abrahamson jumped back 
into the political fray after 
a four-year hiatus from city 
government, and proved 
the top vote-getter for two 
open council seats, with 
155 votes among a four-

way race. A fifth candidate 
did appear on the ballot, 
but she had withdrawn 
from the race early on 
after failing to establish 
residency in time to qualify 
for the job. 

Rachel Beldo, a nurse 
practitioner with Scenic 
Rivers Health Services 
claimed the second seat, 
edging out Mary Shedd, 
101-99. Beldo had moved 
to Tower just this past 
summer but had made a 
positive impression at a 
recent candidates forum, 
which likely helped her 

cause. 
Michael Larsen, the 

final qualified candidate, 
had 42 votes. Abrahamson 
and Beldo will replace 
current council members 
Lance Dougherty and Brad 
Matich, neither of whom 
was seeking re-election.

“I’m happy to be 
back serving the town,” 
said Abrahamson, “and 
working with the new 
council. We will be moving 
forward.”

ELY...Continued from page 1

and Heidi Omerza, with 
1,082 votes, took the other 
two available seats, while 
current council member 
Daniel Forsman failed to 
win re-election with 797 
votes

Mayor Chuck Novak 
received 1,245 votes in his 
unopposed bid for another 
two-year term.

“I am just thrilled,” 
Campbell said Tuesday 
night at the Senior Center 
after hearing the news. 
“I am so grateful to the 
citizens of Ely who voted 
for me, and I want to thank 
the election judges for their 
hard work today.”

She said she is looking 
forward to getting started 
with the city’s business 
after Jan. 1. “I’ll do my 
homework. I’m a vetter.”

When asked if she 
thought her recent attempt 
to purchase the former 
Community Center build-
ing may have gained her 
supporters,  she said. “I 
had no idea that building 

would be my platform. 
I learned the importance 
of listening to the citi-
zens and the taxpayers. 
The public hearings on 
the Community Center 
grieved me. The citizens 
were not being heard.”

Campbell chuckled 
when asked what she 
hoped to accomplish as 
a city council member. 
“If you give me a cause, 
I’m all in,” she said. “I’m 
tenacious. I’m not easily 
knocked over. I have a real 
interest in government and 
serving the people.”

In an uncontested Ely 
School Board race for 
three seats, Tony Colarich 
proved the top vote-getter 
with 1,177 votes, fol-
lowed by Rochelle Sjoberg 
with 1,126 votes and Ray 
Marsnik with 1,019 votes.

Ely voters had a 72.7-
percent turnout for the 
mid-term election, accord-
ing to Clerk-Treasurer 
Harold Langowski. Out 
of 2,371 eligible voters, 

1,725 voted, including 
1,365 who made it to the 

Senior Center to vote on 
Tuesday, and 360 who 

submitted absentee ballots. 
There were 204 new voter 

registrations recorded.

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn KoskiLes Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

2018 Chevrolet
Silverado LT Crew Cab 4x4

Heated Seats, All Star Edition
Premium Paint

                                    MSRP $49,780

*Sale price includes GM down payment assistance. Must finance with GM Financial to qualify.
**0% APR may not be compatible with some other offers.  See dealer for details.

NOW THROUGH THE END OF NOVEMBER
2018 Chevrolet

Colorado Z71 Crew Cab 4x4

Black Friday
Price $39,557*

Or Choose 0% APR for 72 months**

Trailering Package, Chrome Assist Steps             

$35,000
    MSRP $39,400

Black Friday
Price

Destination Embarrass
“Sleigh Bells Ring”

Friday & Saturday • 10 AM-4 PM
November 9 & 10, December 7 & 8

 Nelimark Homestead Museum
(Hwy 21 across from Timber Hall)

Come out of the cold and join us for coffee,
goodies, good conversation, fresh baked goods,

and speciality gift items.

Obituaries and Death Notices

Election judges for the city of Ely sort through ballots prior to the polls opening Tuesday 
morning. Voter turnout topped 72 percent.  photo by K. Vandervort
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ELY MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

Check out
the NEW

Timberjay
website!

www.timberjay.com
• Read the latest Timberjay stories

• Browse the archives, legal notices, and classifieds
• Find and search obituaries

Subscribers get full access to the weekly e-edition

Visit our website for links to all of these
local advertisers.

Janisch Realty
218-780-6644

janischrealty.com

Lundgren’s Ford
1-888-524-4196
lundgrenford.com

Fortune Bay
Resort Casino

1-800-992-PLAY
fortunebay.com

Mike Motors
1-877-830-4515
elycardeals.com

Aronson
Boat Works

218-753-4190
aronsonboatworks.com

Rocks The
Jewelers

218-741-ROCK
Find Us On Facebook

ROCKS
THE

JEWELERS

Waschke Family
Chevrolet

218-666-5901
waschkechevrolet.com

Sundell Eye
Associates

1-877-741-4411
sundelleye.com

Laurentian
Monument

218-741-3641
laurentianmonument.com

Deal & Pineo
Attorneys
218-741-0475

202 4th Street South
Virginia, MN 55792

Advanced Optical
218-741-3000
advoptical.com

North Star
Credit Union
218-666-5940

northstarcreditunion.org

Insula
Restaurant

218-365-4855
insularestaurant.com

North
American

Bear  Center
1-877-365-7879

bear.org

Vermilion
Land Office

218-753-8985
vermilionland.com

ReMax
Lake Country
218-757-3233

thelakecountry.com

BIC Realty
218-666-5352
bicrealty.com

Ely Surplus
218-365-4653
elysurplus.com

Mealey’s Gift
& Sauna Shop
1-800-922-3639
mealeysinely.com

Piragis
Northwoods

Company
1-800-223-6565

piragis.com

Cook Medical
20 5th St SE

Open Monday - Saturday
(218) 666-5941

Cook Dental
12 S River Street

Open Monday - Friday
(218) 666-5958

Medical: (218) 753-2405
Tower Medical and Dental

Dental:   (218) 753-6061
415 N 2nd St, Suite 2

Former High School Building
Open Monday - Friday

www.Scen icR ive r sHea l th .o rg
1-877-541-2817 24 Hour Emergency Care

Available Through 
Cook Hospital

Quality and Compassion
For Every Patient

For Life

Chronic Disease Management • Acute Care • Women’s Health
Immunizations • Well Child Care • Sports Physicals • Behavioral Health

Crowns • Dentures • Fillings • Checkups • Cleanings

‘Zombie Prom’ presented this weekend in Ely

ELY— The annual 
high school musical has 
become infected with the 
recent Halloween spirit.  
“This year’s production 
is “Zombie Prom,” but 
before anyone thinks of 
brain-eating monsters, 
think again,” said Director 
James Lah.  “This play has 
only one mutant character 
and is more on the “Mutant 
Ninja” side of weird.”  

The story takes place 
in the beginning of the 
Nuclear Age, when the 
promise of better living 
through nuclear energy 
thinly veneered the threats 
of nuclear disasters, Lah 
said.  “The students in the 
play attend Enrico Fermi 
High School in what seems 
to be an innocuous time.  
The seniors are ready to 
graduate, boys and girls 
wait for the prom, and our 
two main characters fall in 
love,” Lah said.  

Jonny, our male lead 
played by Jonny Hakala, 
is the school rebel.  The 
height of his rebellion is 
spelling his name without 
an “H.” He falls in love 
with Toffee, played by 
Erika Mattson, during a 
fallout drill. Because of his 
wily name spelling, Toffee 
is forced by her parents and 
the principal, Miss Strict 

(Cora Olson) to break up 
with Jonny.  

In his doldrums, Jonny 
falls into a nuclear waste 
treatment site, changing 
him into a nuclear mutant 
that returns from the dead.  
His un-dead status chal-
lenges the preconceived 
notions of the school, 
leading to a classic fight 
for rights and freedom of 
speech. 

Enter in the local 
magazine editor.  “Jasiah 

Wigdahl, our only senior 
this year, plays this comic 
role to the hilt,” Lah said.  
The magazine EXPOSÉ  
wants to promote Jonny’s 
rights to return to school 
and go to the prom—
while selling more copies.  
“Jasiah’s role has to fight 
with Principal Strict, but 
to his advantage, he real-
izes that Miss Strict is 
his long-lost, high school 
sweetheart,” he added.  

As all musicals seem 

to do, this one brings 
everyone together into 
one, big, nuclear family. 

The play promises 
to be an evening of light 
comedy and lilting songs.  
It plays Friday, Nov. 9 
at 7 p.m. and on Sunday, 
Nov. 11, at 4 p.m.  “The 
students of Ely invite the 
entire community to join 
them in the Washington 
Auditorium,” Lah said.  

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Ely High School fall musical, “Zombie Prom,” will be presented 
Friday and Sunday at Washington Auditorium. The cast includes Cora 
Osborn, above right, as Principal Strict, Jonny Hakala as the zombie 
kid, and Jasiah Wigdahl as Eddie Flagrante, right. photos by K. Vandervort
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and
These Fine Area Businesses

We Honor Our Veterans

ELY BLOOMENSON 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

218-365-3271
24 HR. 

EMERGENCY ROOM

Energy that powers our lives

Honoring All Veterans
for Their Service

1.800.421.9959
www.lakecountrypower.coop

Merhar’s Ace 
Hardware
48 E. Chapman St., Ely

365-3129

Serving the Areas of Ely, Babbitt,
Tower & Lake Vermilion

• New Construction
& Remodeling

• Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
• Electrical & LP Boilers

Come Visit Our Showroom!

3 mi. east of Ely on Hwy 169 in Winton
218.365.3985 • www.brandauplumbing.com

ELY AUTO SERVICES
& TOWING

1614 E Harvey St, Ely 
218-365-5994

elyautoservice@frontiernet.net

Ely-Winton 
Historical Society

1900 E. Camp St., Ely
218-365-3226

Play and fun 
for everyone!

Hwy 53, Cook, MN

TOWER-
SOUDAN 
AGENCY

Your Independent
 Insurance Agency
218-753-2101

 Open  Daily

Beer
Wine
Wifi

1230 E. Sheridan St., Ely
365-3216

Honoring Our Veterans

M-Sat 11 AM-1 AM
Sun Noon to 7 PM

17 E. Sheridan St., Ely
365-3896 

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri
3-7 PM

Honoring Our
Veterans VETERANS

stop in for a
FREE LUNCH!

218.365.7348     
     955 E Sheridan St, Ely

Embarrass
Vermillion

 Federal Credit Union
Tower

753-4311
Embarrass
984-3501

Aurora
229-2048

Lossing’s Cat Shack &
Lossing Building Center
30 North Dr, Babbitt, MN 

(218) 827-2635

Cook, Minnesota

218-666-5352
bicrealty.com

4th & Sheridan St, Ely
218-365-BEAN

Vets stop in for a FREE cup of coffee
Open: Daily 7 AM-6 PM

1915 9th Ave N., Virginia 

741-7007
4031 Dillon Road, Hibbing 

262-6681

Good
‘Ol Days
Bar & Grill

314 Main St, Tower
(218) 753-6097

We Salute Our
Veterans!

Food Market
201 Hwy 53

Cook, MN 55723

218-666-0205

730 Hwy 169,Tower • 218-753-7750
Hours: Mon-Sat: 7 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sun: 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

114 N. Hwy 53, Cook • 218-666-0318  

Cook /Tower

Northwoods True Value Home Center
Now Open Daily in Tower!

Northwoods True Value 

Home Center
Cook/Tower

666-0318
753-7750

Tim Johnson, Agent
120 N. Hwy. 53

Cook, MN 55723

218.666.5504 - Office 
www.clickontim.com6143 Pike Bay Drive, Tower

218-753-4190
www.aronsonboatworks.com

1140 Main St, Ely
218-365-5095

Thanks to all
Veterans!

NORTHWOODS 
COLLISION CENTER

402 E. Sheridan St., Ely
218.365.2802

We Honor All Veterans 
on This Day!

D’Erick’s
Tower Liquor

Honoring
Veterans

753-4071
602 Main Street

WELCOME HUNTERS!
218-666-0500

Cook 

HWY. 53, COOK, MN

ROCKS the 
JEWELERS

314 Chestnut St, Virginia
218.741.ROCK (7625)

- Jewelry
- Repair
- Remounting
- Appraisals
Honoring Veterans

Joe’s
Marine & 

Repair
Serving the Ely area

for 45 years!
25 W. Chapman St.

365-6264

400 N Pioneer Rd, Ely
(218) 365-6565

25 Central Blvd.
Babbitt • 218-827-3618

Cenex
46 W. Sheridan

Ely • 218-365-6765

Blomberg’s
Bait & Tackle

Honoring Veterans



REGIONAL— Two Ely runners 
offered up impressive performances this 
past Saturday, as they represented the 
North Country at the state cross-country 
tournament held at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield. 

“Incredible,” was the word, accord-
ing to Ely cross-country coach Jayne 
Dusich, who said both junior Luke 
Olson and eighth-grader Zoe Devine 
more than beat her high expectations. 
“They are both smart runners,” said 

Dusich. “They stayed focused and didn’t 
get caught up in the excitement of the 
state meet.”

Olson finished in the top ten among 
Class A boys runners. His seventh-place 
finish, with a time of 16:13.8, was a huge 
improvement on his 21st-place finish at 
the state tournament last year. “I was 
hoping Luke would get in the top ten, 
so seventh was a bonus,” said Dusich.

Last month, Olson told the 
Timberjay that he was hoping to 
improve on his time and ranking this 
year, and that’s a goal that he easily 

achieved. His latest time was 29 seconds 
faster than his 2017 performance. If he 
can show similar improvement next 
year, he could well be in contention for 
the state individual title. 

Meanwhile eighth-grader Zoe 
Devine, in her first appearance at 
state, finished 29th among Class A 
girls runners, with a time of 19:44.6. 
Devine, who has been a consistent 
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VOLEYBALLCULTURAL EXCHANGE

Somali families share stories at 
now annual Tower dinner

See STATE...pg. 2B

ELY TOURISM

Between immigrants, new and old

TOWER- “I think 
it would be pretty cool 
to live in a small town,” 
Naima Abdi told me at a 
gathering at the Tower 
Civic Center last month. 
A senior in high school, 
this was Naima’s first trip 
to northern Minnesota. 
The two big things on 
her mind were seeing 
wildlife besides pigeons 
and being able to see the 
stars at night. I shared 
photos of black bears at 
the birdfeeders outside 
my home’s windows, and 
amazement flashed across 
her face.

She and her friend 
Ayan Abdi were full 
of questions. The two 
girls were both born in 
Minnesota, but are from 
families who had all 

emigrated from the Horn 
of Africa. Fluent in both 
English and Somali, they 
easily bridged the two cul-
tures, the first generation 
of Minnesota’s newest 
immigrant neighbors.

“It is so quiet here,” 
she said. “There are not a 
lot of people. We didn’t 
see anybody on the side-
walks.”

The two wanted to 
know all about Tower-
Soudan. What kind of 
houses people lived in, 
what jobs people had, 
what were the schools 
like, and what everyone, 
especially teens, did for 
fun.

They wanted to know 
if there were any big 
events in our area, so of 
course I told them about 
the Fourth of July. Neither 
had ever seen a small-
town parade.

They were both 
very impressed after 
their tour of the Soudan 
Underground Mine

“It was mind-blow-
ing,” said Naima. “How 
they built it. The engineer-

ing. How they worked in 
the dark and had to buy 
their own candles.”

But what impressed 
them the most about their 
mine visit was learning 
that the workers were all 

immigrants, just like their 
families.

The two friends live 
in the bustling Cedar-

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

Top: A smiling crowd watches presentations at the dinner. 
Above: Hungry attendees serve up traditional foods.  photos by J. Summit

See DINNER...pg. 2B

STATE CROSS-COUNTRY

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Ely runners best own times at tourney

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Luke Olson leads the pack.
submitted photo

HIBBING— Ely’s 
impressive Section 7A 
playoff run met the hard 
reality of the Carlton vol-
leyball juggernaut last 
Wednesday, as the Bulldogs 
dominated in a straight-set 
victory, 25-12, 25-16, and 
25-18 in the semi-final 
round. On Saturday, the 
top-seeded Bulldogs did 
it again, this time to Deer 
River, as they claimed the 
section title in three straight, 
25-15, 25-19, and 25-9.

The Bulldogs were 
26-2 coming into last 
Wednesday’s contest with 
the Timberwolves, and were 
undefeated on the season in 
three-game matches, since 
their only losses (both 
narrow, and to much larger 
schools) came in weekend 
tournament play. 

The  Wolves  had 
their moments against the 
Bulldogs, but Carlton  com-
bined strong hitting with 
well-placed tips to keep the 
pressure on. 

“The first two sets, we 
struggled with our serve 
receive,” said Head Coach 
Andrea Thomas. “That, in 
turn, limited our offense and 
our stats definitely reflect 
that. Carlton is a smart team 
that sees the floor well. They 
found our holes and tipped 
the ball there and we had 
a hard time defensively 
getting those balls up. We 
had a little spark in set 
three, but couldn’t keep the 
momentum on our side.”

Despite the loss, it was 
the furthest that Ely has 
ever gone in the section 
tournament and with only 
two players, setter Lida 
Dodge and right hitter 
Kenzie Peterson, set to 
graduate on the junior-
heavy squad, Head Coach 
Andrea Thomas is hopeful 
about next year’s prospects. 
“It was difficult to end this 
way, but these girls had a 
great season and a lot to be 
proud of.”

As she has done all 
season, junior Brielle 
Kallberg put up strong 
numbers for the Wolves, 
with 11 kills, 10 digs, and 
three blocks, while sopho-
more McKenna Coughlin 
posted seven digs and three 
kills. Junior Erika  Mattson 
tallied nine digs from the 
back court, while senior 
Lida Dodge posted six set 
assists and five digs. Junior 
McCartney Kaercher put 
up six set assists and two 
ace serves.

Wolves 
downed by 
Carlton

Luke Olson and Zoe Devine represent the Wolves at state meet in Northfield

ELY –Ellen Cashman 
is the new full-time Events 
Director for the Ely 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Cashman, who has worked 
part-time for the chamber 
in the past, has extensive 
experience in planning 
events. 

“For a town of 3,400, 
Ely really knows how to 
celebrate,” said Executive 
Director Eva Sebesta, 
who noted the recent 
hiring decision at the Ely 

Tuesday Group gather-
ing this week.  “There 
is always something 
happening in Ely.  For 

folks who follow chamber 
events, we have a history 
of coordinating festivals, 
business promotions and 

activities.”
Prior to moving to 

Ely, Cashman worked in 
interior design with the 
Dayton’s Corporation 
where she was involved 
in many corporate proj-
ects including the devel-

opment of major events.  
Deciding to leave the 
corporate world, Cashman 
moved to Ely in 1995 to 
start a small retail special-
ty shop and interior design 
studio.  

After opening Bare 
Bones Studio, Cashman 
became involved with 
the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce, promoting 
Ely and Ely’s unique style 
of living.  She has been 
on the chamber board, 
the merchant committee, 

Cashman named Ely Chamber events coordinator
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Ellen Cashman, left, 
is the new full-time 
events director for the 
Ely Chamber of Com-
merce, and Morgan 
Sauls is the chamber’s 
new administrative 
assistant.
submitted photo 

See CHAMBER...pg. 2B



standout for Ely all 
season, was competing 
against a field of 175 
runners, putting her 
in the top 17 percent 
among her compe-
tition. Dusich said 
she was hopeful that 
Devine would make 
the top 40, and called 
her impressive finish 
“a complete surprise”.

A n o t h e r  I r o n 
Range girls runner, 
junior Ava Hill, of 
Mesabi East, finished 
in fourth place, with a 
time of 18:24.4.

D u s i c h  g a v e 
credit to both Olson 
and Devine for their 
outstanding seasons. 
“They both have 
worked hard to get to 
where they are. Now, 
I’m looking forward 
to next year.”

winter festival board 
and currently serves as 
WolfTrack Classic Sled 
Dog race president and 
race director.  

In 2012, Cashman 
began coordinat ing 
Tuesday Nite Live. 
Shortly after that she 
took over planning 
for the Harvest Moon 
Festival and Blueberry/
Art Festival.  

“I love Ely and I 
love sharing the special 
place that Ely is.  I am 
very excited to be a part 
of the Ely Chamber of 
Commerce to promote 
Ely’s businesses and our 
unique community,” she 
said.

“Ellen has years of 
experience coordinating 
festivals, races and other 
types of events.  We are 
very fortunate to have 
her on staff, full-time,” 
Sebesta said.  “Ellen is 
extremely creative and 
really thinks out of the 

box.”
As the events direc-

tor, Cashman is tasked 
with creating new events 
for both the Ely Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
Even t  Coord ina to r 
Bureau, according to 
Sebesta.  “She will also 
be available as a consul-
tant for groups who are 
looking to start a new 
event,” she said.  “There is 
no charge for any level of 
event consultation.  Ellen 
will have information and 
contacts for things like 
permits, guidelines for 
setting up an event and 
other valuable resources.”  

Groups who have 
existing events are also 
invited to meet with 
Cashman for ideas on how 
to expand a current event.

Cashman is also 
tasked with creating a 
central volunteer data-
base.  Former mayor, 
Ross Peterson, saw the 
need several years ago.  

“The chamber will be 
the gathering spot for 
volunteer information,” 
Sebesta said.  

As local  events 
contact the chamber, 
they will provide volun-
teer information based on 
those who have signed 
up.  The volunteer form 
requests name, address, 
email and phone number 
and has a list of different 
types of volunteer oppor-
tunities.  An electronic 
copy is available to email, 
or paper copies can be 
mailed or picked up at the 
chamber office.

“We are also looking 
for Facebook posts for 
local events and activ-
ities,” said Cashman.  
“We maintain the Ely 
M i n n e s o t a  E v e n t s 
Facebook page, which has 
about 4,000 followers.  
We do offer assistance 
creating Facebook posts, 
even if a person does not 
have a Facebook page.  
Provide us with a photo 
and event information and 
we can take it from there.”

Sebesta highlighted 
several programs that 
will be sponsored by the 
chamber, including a new 
training series for busi-
ness owners and entre-
preneurs, beginning Dec. 
6 and running monthly 
during the winter. “These 
training sessions are open 
to the entire commu-
nity, not just chamber 
members, because we feel 
this is very important,” 
she said.

Ely’s central com-
munity events calendar 
is housed at www.ely.

org.   In the month of 
September the chamber 
website had almost 
57,000 page views.  The 
fourth most-frequent-
ly viewed spot on the 
website was event infor-
mation, Sebasta said. 
clubs, organizations and 
other entities can add their 
meeting dates, activities 
and events to the calendar.  
Chamber staff is available 
to assist with entering cal-
endar information.   There 
is no charge for event 
calendar listings and with 
the level of web access 
by users, it is a powerful 
promotional tool.

“The chamber is 
really moving forward 
in an exciting direction.  
We have such an active 
community and we are 
excited to provide support 
with creating and pro-
moting events,” Sebesta 
said.  “We also have 
more things planned to 
support both the business 
and community at large 
– watch for details in the 
coming weeks.”  

Those interested in 
signing up for the volun-
teer database o whor have 
an event for Facebook can 
contact Ellen at Events@
Ely.org.  The chamber’s 
new administrative assis-
tant, Morgan Sauls, will 
be working with event 
calendar information. 
Her contact information 
is Fun@Ely.org.   Both 
can be reached by phone 
at 218-365-6123.
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Riverside neighborhood of 
Minneapolis. They attend 
different high schools, but 
both have plans to study 
medicine after graduating 
from college. They are 
active in their commu-
nity and spend a lot of 
time with their extended 
families. They are also 
devout Muslims, which 
may seem foreign for those 
in Tower-Soudan. They 
dress modestly and cover 
their heads with a scarf. 
They pray five times a 
day, and explained about 
their big holiday, Eid, 
which follows the end of 
Ramadan, a period where 
they fast from sunrise to 
sunset.

I asked if it was hard to 
fast while going to school, 
but Ayan said it was easier 
because they were so busy 
learning stuff all day. 

During Ramadan, the 
girls said they must follow 
the tenets of their religion. 
They are not supposed to 
swear or argue and are 
expected to be kind to 
others and give gifts.

But while the two girls 
were proud of their Muslim 
faith, they were also most 
definitely American teen-
agers. Eid was celebrated 
with a large family gath-
ering, but then a shopping 
trip to the Mall of America 
with their friends.

“Marvel or DC?” 
Naima asked me, testing 
me on my superhero pro-
clivities, with a follow-up 
question of Batman or 
Superman. My answers 
elicited a smile, and while 
I chose Batman, I noted 
that since Clark Kent was 
also a journalist, it was a 
tough choice.

Naima and Ayan were 
with a group of about 30 
Somali and East African 
( m o s t l y  E t h i o p i a n ) 
Minnesotans who took 
a day trip to Tower and 
Soudan. The group all 
attend the same mosque in 
their Minneapolis neigh-
borhood.

For Ayan’s mother 
,Nasro Hassan, this was 
her second trip to Tower-
Soudan. Nasro is truly 
enamored of the area and 
hopes to make a trip up 
north in the summer, with 
all her children.

Bus trip
The Somal i  and 

Ethiopian guests traveled 
on a charter bus, a trip 
arranged once again by 
Paul Winkelaar and Mike 
VanKeulen, who both 
have strong ties to the 
East African community 
in Minnesota. The two 
arranged the first trip in the 
fall of 2017, at the request 
of Paul’s father Karel, an 
immigrant himself who 
wanted his community to 
get to know some of our 
state’s newest immigrants. 
Last year’s trip included 
Minnesota State Rep. Ilhan 
Omar, a Somali-American 
who is poised to become 
the first Somali-American 
woman elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  
Omar was busy campaign-
ing the day of the trip, 
but politics did make an 
appearance at the dinner, 
with Minnesota State Rep. 

Erin Murphy, who was the 
DFL-endorsed candidate 
for governor this year. She 
was out campaigning for 
gubernatorial candidate 
Tim Walz, and stopped by 
for the meal.

VanKeulen is the 
director of Open Path 
Resources, a family support 
center that is based in the 
Islamic Civic Society of 
America in Minneapolis. 
These groups organized 
the trip to Tower-Soudan, 
with crowd-funding pro-
viding most of the money 
for the bus, meals, and 
mine tour. 

After their afternoon 
tour at the mine, the group 
gathered with many area 
residents at the Tower 
Civic Center to share a 
potluck meal that featured 
Somali delicacies such as 
sambusas, a hand-held, 
deep-fried, spiced meat 
pie, a Somali specialty  fea-
tured at most East African 
family celebrations, rice 
flavored with saffron, and 
a selection of seasoned 
lamb, chicken, and beef. 
The locals brought plenty 
of northern Minnesota 
regional favorites, includ-
ing wild rice hotdish, 

something most of the 
East Africans had never 
seen before.

After the meal, Iron 
Range musicians Pete and 
Kaija Pellinen played a 
variety of traditional music 
that highlighted the ethnic 
roots of the area. Then 
Abdisalam Adam, a high 
school principal, who also 
is a leader in the Somali 
community, gave a brief 
presentation on Somali 
and Ethiopian Oromiya 
history, as well as the dias-
pora that brought so many 
of their community to the 
Twin Cities area.

Adam noted the con-
nections that are now 
growing between the two 
communities.

“The state of our rela-
tionship is strong,” he said. 
“We can see the connec-
tions and the sharing.”

Before the meal, com-
munity members spent 
over an hour visiting with 
the East African visitors. 

“We are all part of a 
human story,” he said. He 
noted that the grandfather 
of Soudan Mine tour 
guide Pete Pellinen, who 
worked underground in 
Soudan, lived to give all 

Minnesotans a better life. 
He said their commu-

nity is hopeful that recent 
political changes in East 
Africa will lead to peace, 
after many decades of civil 
war. Adam visited Somalia 
this past summer and said 
people were optimistic 
about the future.

Somalis were tradi-
tionally nomadic peoples, 
living on the savannah and 
raising livestock.

“We are used to lions 
and hyenas,” he said, “not 
wolves and bears.”

Adam said growing 
up he would protect his 
family’s sheep from the 
lions. But he laughed out 
loud admitting he is afraid 
of dogs.

East African refugees 
ended up in Minnesota for 
many reasons, but stayed 
here because of the educa-
tional system, employment 
opportunities, and social 
services. There are five 
church-based organiza-
tions that worked with 

the U.S. State Department 
to help settle refugees in 
Minnesota, and once a 
community was estab-
lished and felt accepted by 
other Minnesotans, many 
others chose to locate here.

“They never told us 
about the cold and snow 
in Minnesota,” said Wali 
Dirie, who runs the Islamic 
Civic Society. But Dirie 
said the weather was 
something they had grown 
used to, though the idea of 
ice fishing was still totally 
foreign to them.

Others talked about 

the long process of being 
settled in the United States 
as a refugee. It is estimat-
ed that there are about 
100,000 East Africans now 
living in Minnesota.

“The East African 
community is willing to 
work,” said Adam. “We 
have a sense of adventure 
and are used to moving 
around because of our 
nomadic roots. Our com-
munity has come very far 
in the last 25 years.”

Adam talked about 
ties between Muslims and 
Christians that date back to 
615 A.D.

After the presentation, 
there were lively rounds 
of questions and answers, 
which mostly affirmed the 
similarities, not the differ-
ences, between the two 
communities. And before 
the group left for the long 
drive back to Minneapolis, 
plans were already being 
made for a third visit 
to Tower-Soudan, next 
summer.

To find authentic East 
African food, you can visit 
Campus Café -Turkish 
Grill (Faruk and Mesude 
Cingilli owners) in the 
Cedar-Riverside neigh-
borhood. The restaurant 
provided the East African 
foods for the dinner, along 
with many of the gifts that 
were given to the hosts.

 
Make your own 
sambusas

The Star Tribune pub-
lished Ilhan Omar’s recipe 
for sambusas back in 2010. 
The recipe uses egg roll 
wrappers as a shortcut, 
instead of making the 
dough from scratch. 

See  h t tp : / /www.
startr ibune.com/reci-
pe-ilhan-omar-s-soma-
li-sambusa/111551579/

Learn more about 
the work of Open Path 
Resources with the East 
African community at 
http://www.oprmn.org. 

Two Somali guests demonstrated how to wear their traditional shawls. 
photo by J. Summit

“We are used 
to lions and 
hyenas, not 
wolves and 

bears.
Abdisalam Adam

Zoe Devine leads a runner 
from Duluth-Marshall. 
submitted photo

REGIONAL - Dan 
Manick will keep his seat on 
the St. Louis County School 
Board, despite the fact that 
he never filed for the seat. 
After finishing third in a sev-
en-way primary for St. Louis 
County Commissioner in 
August, Manick realized 
that no had filed for his 
current school board seat. 
Manick began a word-of-
mouth write-in campaign, 
netting 335 votes, enough 
to return him for another 
four-year term. 

“I am sure glad I got this 
opportunity, Manick said. 
“We have some good things 
going on and I am glad to 
be part of it for another four 
years rather than just having 
to read about it.”

He said he is happy with 
the direction the district is 
taking and said he is looking 
to continue his support. 

I n  T o w e r ,  T r o y 
Swanson will also keep 
his seat with more than a 
thousand votes in favor. He 
ran unopposed. 

Manick, Swanson 
retain board seats
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REGIONAL— Early results 
from the 2018 firearms season 
are looking a bit disappointing, 
at least from the point of view of 
the hunters. Through the critical 
first weekend, the deer harvest 
is down 14.6 percent statewide, 
although it’s running on par with 
last year in northern St. Louis 

and Lake counties. 
That’s somewhat in contrast 

with pre-season projections for 
an increased deer harvest after 
four straight milder-than-aver-
age winters. The Department of 
Natural Resources had also lib-
eralized hunting rules, allowing 
hunters to take more antlerless 
deer. 

Hunter success varied by 
region and permit area. Zone 

100, which includes all of north-
eastern Minnesota, experienced 
the largest decline, down 21.5 
percent from last year. Locally, 
most permit areas saw little 
change in the total harvest, 
although PA 119 was an excep-
tion, with a 46.6-percent jump 
in registrations. PA 108 saw a 
1.4-percent increase, while PA 
177 saw a jump of 1.7 percent 
over 2017. PA 176 experienced 

a 2.5-percent decline in regis-
trations, while PA 118 was off 
24 percent.

A number of factors are 
likely playing into the some-
what slower-than-expected 
registrations. Wet conditions in 
agricultural regions of the state 
have slowed the corn harvest, 
providing deer more protection 

See us at 
timberjay.com
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 Outdoors briefly

Vermilion 
state park to 
hold special 
deer hunt
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Deer registrations running fewer-than-expected

For our favorite outdoor companions, deer season is a trying time

2018 FIREARMS DEER SEASON

Those we leave behind

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HARVEST...pg. 5B

Early opener may have contributed to less robust deer movement; improvement expected for second weekend

For those of us who hunt, the opening of 
firearms deer season is one of the year’s 
big events. It’s that one time of year 

your brother or cousin ventures back to the 
old stomping grounds for a week spent traips-
ing through the woods by day and playing 
cards and sitting in 
sauna by night. It’s 
that time of year 
when we recon-
nect with our more 
primal instincts, 
and harken back 
to a time when we 
lived as hunters and 
gatherers.

But for the 
dogs in our lives, 
let’s face it. Deer 
opener is hell.

For our dogs, 
deer season is about 
gathering antici-
pation, cruelly dashed by those four awful 
words: “You have to stay.”

It doesn’t matter how gently you try 
to break the bad news. Don’t think for a 
moment that the dog doesn’t know what’s 
up. A couple days before, you pulled out 
your thirty-aught to give it a once-over. On 
Friday, you pulled out your deer hunting 
uniform— the blaze orange coat and lined 
overalls. The orange brimmed hat with the 
fuzzy, pull down flaps for when the cold 
wind blows. The old mitts. The long johns. 
To us, it’s just the stuff we wear when we 
head to the stand, but to the dog, it’s like an 
old yellowed tome revealing in layer after 

layer a heroic tale of imagined exploits.
The smells of the hunt and the kill can 

drive a dog wild. The blood, the urine, the 
buck musk, the spilled doe scent from two 
years ago. It’s all still there on that gear that 
you forgot to wash for, like, the past ten years. 
As I pull it all out from back closet, the dog 
is on me like a shot, giving the once and 
twice-over to almost every square inch of it. 

Because we all take our dogs fishing 
and hunting the rest of the year, they can 
only imagine that they will, naturally, play 
a leading role in this next thrilling adventure 
in the woods. 

So much hope and excitement, followed 
by such utter disappointment.

Those of us out in our deer stands, of 
course, only witness the miserable look on 
the poor dog’s face for that fleeting moment 
as we head out the door. It’s those who stay 
behind at the house who are forced to deal 
with the total devastation— the pathetic 
howling and frantic pacing as the dog runs 
from window to window sure in the knowl-
edge that there has been a hideous mistake 
and that their master will return momentarily 
to whisk them away to glory.

“You have no idea what you left me 
with,” my wife Jodi used to say back when 
she had two dogs to console— ours and my 
father’s black lab. The black lab, named Babe, 
was a joy to watch in the field and she loved 
to hunt. By the time my father would arrive 

at the house, Babe was living the dream, 
or so she thought. To make matters worse, 
he’d come up a day early and we’d spend 
the Friday before opener with the dogs out 
grouse hunting, just priming the pump for 
the poor things.

Babe would be inconsolable on opening 
morning as we’d slip out the door on the way 
to our stands. According to Jodi, Babe would 
pace endlessly, making ungodly sounds like a 
dog being flayed alive. Eventually, the stress 
was too much. The dog would start throwing 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See DOGS...pg. 5B

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Above: Loki watches in pain as I 
head toward my deer stand.

Right: Forced to wear a silly jacket 
and spend the day tied to the porch. 
Is there no justice left in the world?
 J. Summit

“You have to stay.
The four most horrifying 
words a dog can hear during 
the hunting season.

2018 FIREARMS DEER SEASON

LAKE VERMILION— 
You’ll want to be wearing 
blaze orange if you plan to 
visit the Lake Vermilion-
Soudan Underground Mine 
State Park later this month. 
That’s because the park will 
hold a special muzzleloader 
deer hunt from Nov. 24 
through Dec. 9 

Dozens of Minnesota 
state parks are open to some 
form of deer hunting to help 
control deer populations. 
According to the Department 
of Natural Resources, the 
special hunts help to protect 
natural plant communities, 
which can be negatively 
affected by excessive deer 
browsing. 

While some parks close 
entirely, except to hunters 
during these special seasons, 
that’s not the case with the 
Lake Vermilion park, which 
will remain open to public use 
throughout the hunt. 

 In order to stay safe, 
the DNR recommends the 
following if you’re planning 
to visit a state park during a 
special deer hunt. 

Wear blaze orange or 
other brightly colored cloth-
ing, even if you will not be 
hunting.

Check with the park 
office when you arrive, to 
see if there is any additional 
hunt-related information.

Watch carefully for 
any hunt-related signage in 
the park, and follow it!

COOK- Everyone is 
invited to attend the wild 
game feed the second 
weekend of deer hunting on 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at the Cook 
Community Center. Dinner 
will be served starting at 6:30 
p.m. Plenty of food will be 
provided, but if you want to 
bring your own contribution, 
nobody is going to stop you! 
The event will run from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. and will involve 
a short program along with 
supper. Hope to see you there!

Hunters Supper 
wild game feed on 
Nov. 10 in Cook



up, all over the house. At 
times, Jodi feared poor 
Babe would simply expire 
right there on the floor.

There is, of course, 
one consolation in the 
life of a dog during deer 
season. At least around 
our house (I’ve got a very 
productive stand), the 
misery is usually forgotten 
at the exact moment that 
I walk in the door with 
fresh deer blood on my 
hands. From then on, deer 
season is the highlight of 
the dog’s year. Taking the 

pickup down the woods 
road to load up the deer, 
hanging and skinning the 
carcass, quartering and 
deboning. At every step, 
there’s a little piece of 
this or that which, to the 
dog, is like manna from 
heaven. The deer’s four 
legs become like play-
things for months, as the 
dogs take turns burying 
and unburying them, 
and, apparently, after the 
appropriate “seasoning” 
they become just right 
for a good chew. 

Over the years, the 
dogs kind of learn the 
routine. But this was the 
first deer opener for our 
new dog Loki, and as of 
this writing, he’s yet to 
experience the upside of 

the season. It’s been a little 
quiet on the edge of the 
Lost Lake Swamp. 

Hopefully, the good 
times are right around the 
corner!

  TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                              November 9, 2018    5B

FIRST SOLO HUNT
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Eli Smith, a 14-year-old from Cook, shows off a 
nice eight-point buck he shot on opening day 
of the firearms deer season. It wasn’t his first 
hunt, or his first deer, but it was the first time he 
spent the day on the stand by himself. 
Congratulations to Eli on his success!  submitted

from hunters. And across 
the state, this year’s earli-
er-than-average opening 
day could be playing a 
role, said Tower Area 
DNR wildlife manager 
Tom Rusch. He noted 
that hunters have reported 
less deer movement than 
a typical opener, which 
suggests the rutting activity 
hadn’t yet peaked as of 
opener. “We tend to see 
the best deer movement 
between Nov. 6 and 11,” 
said Rusch. “We just 
weren’t there, yet.”

Rusch said he expects 
hunters to see more active 
deer this coming weekend 
and that hunters shouldn’t 
put too much stock in the 
numbers from opening 
weekend. “Bucks will 
continue to ramp up their 
movement in the next week 
as they transition into the 
chasing and searching 
phase of the rut,” he said. 

Rusch also expects 
to see an increase in the 
antlerless harvest, which 
was down 16 percent 
statewide and 28.8 percent 
in Zone 100 over opening 
weekend. “By the second 
weekend, hunters tend to 
be less selective,” he said. 
“Unless weather becomes a 
negative factor, I think the 
second weekend is going 
to be good for those still 
in the woods.”

While the weekend 
weather outlook looks 
generally dry, hunters will 
face considerably colder 
conditions than opening 
weekend, when hunters 
enjoyed light winds and 
high temperatures reach-
ing into the upper-thirties. 
This weekend is forecast 
to bring gustier winds and 
highs only in the low-to-
mid-twenties, with over-
night lows in the teens.

Hunters will likely 

be aided by the light 
coating of snow which 
fell across much of the 
area on Tuesday night and 
Wednesday, which will 
allow for improved track-
ing and possibly improved 
visibility if the wind blows 
the snow from tree and 
shrub branches. Continued 
cold and generally dry 
weather is forecast through 
the upcoming week.

HARVEST...Continued from page 4B
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from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

23   10 23  15 28  1327  19
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

10/29     44     34    0.03      
10/30     40     34    0.08      
10/31     42     30    0.13      
11/01     37     32    0.00      
11/02     35     27    0.00      
11/03     39     24    0.00     
11/04     42     21    0.00         
Totals      24.69      2.1”               

10/29     39     34    0.00      
10/30     41     36    0.20      
10/31     37     34    0.01      
11/01     34     28    0.00      
11/02     39     27    0.00      
11/03     41     27    0.00     
11/04     41     19    0.00                                                
Totals        NA       NA   

10/29     44     35    0.02      
10/30     42     34    0.09      
10/31     42     34    0.15      
11/01     38     33    0.00      
11/02     34     26    0.00      
11/03     38     27    0.00     
11/04     41     27    0.00 
Totals      29.58       8.4”  .

10/29     44     36    0.00      
10/30     42     36    0.04      
10/31     43     33    0.09      
11/01     38     33    0.00      
11/02     39     29    0.00      
11/03     42     29    0.00     
11/04     43     27    0.00      
Totals      22.89     5.2”

10/29     44     35    0.00      
10/30     42     34    0.23      
10/31     43     30    0.00      
11/01     37     32    0.00      
11/02     39     26    0.00      
11/03     41     25    0.00     
11/04     42     22    0.00              
Totals      27.86       4.9”   

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

26   15
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
Court File 

No. 69HI-PR-18-94

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR 
HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR DESCENT OF 
PROPERTY.

Estate of Barbara Jane 
Larva-Johnson, aka
Barbara J. Larva Johnson, 
aka Barbara Larva, aka 
Barbara Johnson, aka 
Barbra Larva,
Decedent

A Petition for Determination 
of Descent has been filed 
with this Court. The Petition 
represents that the Decedent 
died more than three years 
ago, leaving property in 
Minnesota and requests the 
probate of Decedent’s last 
Will (if any), and the descent 
of such property to be deter-
mined and assigned by this 
Court to the persons entitled 
to the property. 

Any objections to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper, and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the 
Petition may be granted.

IT IS ORDERED and 
Notice is further given, that 
the Petitions will be heard 
on November 28, 2018, at 
1:30 p.m. by this Court at 
1810 E 12th Ave, Hibbing, 
Minnesota.

Dated: October 22, 2018

Judge Rachel C. Sullivan 
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
SIpila Law Office LLC 
412 1st Street S, Suite 1
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 
024501X
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
Nov. 2 & 9, 2018

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
Court File 

No. 69VI-PR-18-168

In re: Estate of Ronald F. 
Setniker, Decedent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is 
given that on 11/28/2018 at 
9:30 a.m. a hearing will be 
held in this Court at the St. 
Louis County Courthouse, 
300 South Fifth Avenue, 
Virginia, Minnesota 55792, 
for the formal probate of 
an instrument purporting 
to be the decedent’s Will 

dated August 21, 2003, 
and for the appointment 
of Shelby Setniker, whose 
address is 786 Interlachen 
Draw, Woodbury, Minnesota 
55125, as personal repre-
sentative of the estate of the 
decedent in an unsupervised 
administration.

Any objections to the petition 
must be raised at the hearing 
or filed with the Court prior 
to the hearing. If the petition 
is proper and no objections 
are filed or raised, the per-
sonal representative will be 
appointed with the full power 
to administer the estate, 
including the power to collect 
all assets; pay all legal debts, 
claims, taxes, and expenses; 
sell real and personal proper-
ty; and do all necessary acts 
for the estate.

Notice is also given that, sub-
ject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801, 
all creditors having claims 
against the decedent’s 
estate are required to pres-
ent the claims to the personal 
representative or to the Court 
within four (4) months after 
the date of this notice or the 
claims will be barred.

BY THE COURT
Dated: 10/22/2018
MICHELLE ANDERSON
Judge of District Court
AMY TURNQUIST/Stefanie 
Higgins, Deputy
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner
Bryan Zlimen (MN#387909)
Zlimen & McGuiness, PLLC
1821 University Ave W, S104
St. Paul, MN 55104
Telephone: 651-331-6500
Facsimile: 651-846-4458

Published in the Timberjay, 
Nov. 2 & 9, 2018

LEGAL NOTICE
In the Bois Forte Band 

of Chippewa Tribal 
Children’s Court

Nett Lake, MN
Minnesota Chippewa 

Tribe

The Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa, Department of 
Family Health Services, 
Petitioner, v Liberty Lynn 
Isham and Samuel Vaughn 
Bryers, Respondents, et. al.
 
TO:  The above named 
respondents, Liberty Lynn 
Isham and Samuel Vaughn 
Bryers, parents of D.I., a 
minor child.

It is Ordered and Notice is 
Hereby Given that a child 
protection petition has been 
filed in Bois Tribal Court 
on July 5, 2018.  A hear-
ing will be held on the 12th 
day of December 2018, at 
1:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time, or as soon thereafter 
as counsel may be heard 
in the Bois Forte Tribal 
Children’s Court, Bois Forte 
Indian Reservation, 12907 
Palmquist Road, Nett Lake, 
MN  55772 on an admit/deny 
hearing.

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED BY THIS 
SUMMONS AND 
NOTICE THAT YOU ARE 
REQUESTED TO APPEAR 
AT THIS HEARING AT THE 
ABOVE DATE, TIME AND 
PLACE.

YOUR FAILURE TO 
ATTEND THIS HEARING 
MAY RESULT IN THE 
PETITION BEING 
GRANTED BY DEFAULT 
FOR THE PETITIONER.

By The Court
Megan Treuer, Chief Judge
Janelle Smith, Clerk of Court
Rebecca McConkey-Greene, 
Prosecutor
Bois Forte Tribal Court
12907 Palmquist Road
P.O. Box 25
Nett Lake MN  55772
Tel:  218-757-3462 

Published in the Timberjay, 
Nov. 9, 16 & 23, 2018

LEGAL NOTICE
In the Bois Forte Band 

of Chippewa Tribal 
Children’s Court

Nett Lake, MN
Minnesota Chippewa 

Tribe

The Bois Forte Band of 
Chippewa, Department of 
Family Health Services, 
Petitioner, v Liberty Lynn 
Isham., Respondent, et. al.
 
TO:  The above named 
respondent, Liberty Lynn 
Isham, parent of K.L.I. and 
D.I., minor children.

It is Ordered and Notice is 
Hereby Given that a child 
protection petition has been 
filed in the Bois Tribal Court 
on July 5, 2018.  A hear-
ing will be held on the 12th 
day of December 2018, at 
1:00 p.m. Central Standard 
Time, or as soon thereafter 
as counsel may be heard, 
at the Bois Forte Tribal 
Children’s Court, Bois Forte 
Indian Reservation, 12907 
Palmquist Road, Nett Lake, 
MN  55772, on an admit/

deny hearing. 

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED BY THIS 
SUMMONS AND 
NOTICE THAT YOU ARE 
REQUESTED TO APPEAR 
AT THIS HEARING AT THE 
ABOVE DATE, TIME AND 
PLACE.

YOUR FAILURE TO 
ATTEND THIS HEARING 
MAY RESULT IN A 
DEFAULT JUDGEMENT 
BEING GRANTED FOR THE 
PETITIONER.   

By The Court
Megan Treuer, Chief Judge
12907 Palmquist Road
P.O. Box 25
Nett Lake MN  55772
Tel:  218-757-3462 

Published in the Timberjay, 
Nov. 9, 16 & 23, 2018

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

SIXTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT
Court File 

No. 69DU-PR-18-341

NOTICE AND ORDER 
FOR HEARING ON 
PETITION FOR FORMAL 
A D J U D I C A T I O N 
OF INTESTACY, 
DETERMINATION OF 
HEIRSHIP, APPOINTMENT 
OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE AND 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of James Herbert 
Coleman, aka James 
H. Coleman, aka James 
Coleman
Decedent

It is Ordered and Notice is 

given that on Dec. 4, 2018, 
at 1:30 p.m., a hearing 
will be held in this Court 
at 100 North 5th Ave West, 
Duluth, Minnesota, for the 
adjudication of intestacy 
and determination of heir-
ship of the Decedent, and for 
the appointment of Sandra 
Marie Anderson, whose 
address is 7635 Metske 
Road, Eveleth, MN 55734 as 
Personal Representative of 
the Estate of the Decedent in 
an UNSUPERVISED admin-
istration. 

Any objections to the Petition 
must be filed with the Court 
prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper, and no objec-
tions are filed or raised, the 
Personal Representative will 

be appointed with full power 
to administer the Estate, 
including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal 
debts, claims, taxes, and 
expenses, to sell real and 
personal property, and to do 
all necessary acts for the 
Estate.

Notice is also given that (sub-
ject to Minnesota Statutes 
section 524.3-801) all cred-
itors having claims against 
the Estate are required to 
present the claims to the 
Personal Representative or 
to the Court Administrator 
within four months after the 
date of this Noice or the 
claims will be barred.

Dated: October 22, 2018

BY THE COURT
THERESA NEO
Judge of District Court
Amy Turnquist
Court Administrator
Debra Thorstensen, Deputy

Attorney for Petitioner
Angela E. Sipila
SIpila Law Office LLC 
412 1st Street S, Suite 1
Virginia, MN, 55792
Attorney License No: 
024501X
Telephone: (218) 741-5000
Email: ange@sipilaw.com

Published in the Timberjay, 
Nov. 9 & 16, 2018TIMBERJAY NEWSPAPER 

(our account phone #  726-2304) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THIS AD NEEDS TO BE PUBLISHED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, BUT NO LATER 
THAN NOVEMBER 30, 2018.  IT SHOULD BE A BLOCK DISPLAY AD WITH HEAVY 
BLACK BORDER PRINTED IN THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT OF THE CLASSIFIED 
SECTION. 
 
SIZE:   Approximately 2½" x 3" or no larger than necessary for clear reading.  Publish 
one time only on November _____, 2018. 
 
Please send quote and billing to andersonl3@stlouiscountymn.gov.  Thank you. 

 

***IMPORTANT PROPERTY TAX HOMESTEAD NOTICE*** 
This will affect your 2019 property taxes & eligibility for Property Tax Refund 

 
Have you purchased or moved into a property in the past year? 
Contact your county assessor to file a homestead application if you or a qualifying 
relative occupy the property as a homestead on or before December 1, 2018.  You 
must apply yourself, it does not happen automatically or at the closing. 
 
What is a qualifying relative? 
For agricultural property, a qualifying relative includes the child, grandchild, 
sibling, or parent of the owner or of the owner’s spouse. For a residential property 
a qualifying relative also includes the owner’s uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece. 
 
When do I apply? 
You must apply on or before Monday, December 17, 2018. 
 
Contact the assessor by December 17, 2018 if the occupancy or use of the 
property you homestead has changed in the past year. 
 
If you sell, move, or for any reason no longer qualify for the homestead 
classification, you are required to notify the county assessor within 30 days of the 
change in homestead status. 
 

For information contact one of the following Assessor's Offices: 
Duluth Offices…726-2304        Virginia Office…749-7147 

Hibbing Office…262-6089        Orr Office…471-7735        Ely Office…365-8208 
Long distance (within St. Louis County) 1-800-450-9777 

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 9, 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/employment
Or email 

kfitton@vermilioncountry.org
218-753-1246  

www.vermilioncountry.org
1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Hospital
PT Unit Clerk/Nursing Assistant
    ~Current NA certification and/or EMT

Central Supply/Nursing
FT Central Supply Assistant/Staffing 
   Coordinator-Scheduler
Activities
PT Activities Assistant

Dietary
PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations

Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)

Care Center
PT Nursing Assistant
Casual Restorative Nursing Assistant
Casual RN or LPN
Activities
PT Activities Assistant
 Dietary
FT & PT Dietary Aide/Cook
Casual Dietary Aide/Cook
Business Office
Casual Secretary / Receptionist
Rehabilitation
FT Occupational Therapist

Maintenance
FT Maintenance/Plant Operations 
Imaging
Full Time & 1 Casual Radiologic Tech
Casual Radiologic Tech (weekends only)
Environmental Services
FT & PT Housekeeper
Casual Environmental Tech I
Casual Laundry Aide

Wolflink Marketing Coordinator
The International Wolf Center is seeking applicants 
for the position of Wolflink Marketing Coordina-
tor.  This position will market and promote education  
programs to past and prospective schools. The ideal 
candidate will have strong sales and organization-
al skills as well as oral and written communication 
skills.  To apply, submit a a cover letter and resume to  
careers@wolf.org or stop by the International 
Wolf Center (located just east of Ely on High-
way 169) to pick up an application. Part-time  
position with hourly wage DOQ & E. For job descrip-
tion, please visit: 

www.wolf.org 
1396 Highway 169 • Ely, Minnesota

 

11/16

PUBLIC NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to construct 
a new telecommunications tower facility 
located near 8401 Orr Buyck Road, Buyck, 
Saint Louis County, MN 55771.  The new 
facility will consist of a 444-foot guyed tele-
communications tower.  Any interested party 
wishing to submit comments regarding the 
potential effects the proposed facility may 
have on any historic property may do so by 
sending comments to: Project 6118008966 
- JLD EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna 
Trail South, York, PA 17403, or via telephone 
at (203) 231-6643.

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 9, 2018

REVISED
SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST 

TIMBER FOR SALE
THROUGH CONTRACT WITH THE 

NATURE CONSERVANCY
The Luster Timber Sale is located within 
T59N, R12W Section 10,11,14,15,22, and 
23 in St. Louis County, MN. The Nature 
Conservancy will receive bids by Friday 
December 7, 2018 for an estimated vol-
ume of 82 CCF spruce sawtimber, 2579 
CCF aspen pulpwood, 324 CCF balsam fir 
pulpwood, 939 CCF maple pulpwood, 368 
CCF pine pulpwood, 1189 CCF paper birch 
pulpwood, 561 CCF spruce pulpwood, and 
269 CCF tamarack pulpwood for a total 
estimated volume of 6314 CCF marked or 
otherwise designated for cutting. The Nature 
Conservancy reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids. A prospectus, bid form, and 
complete information concerning the tim-
ber, the conditions of sale, and submission 
of bids is available to the public from The 
Nature Conservancy at 394 Lake Avenue 
South, Duluth, MN 55802, phone 218-727-
6119.

Published in the Timberjay, Nov. 9, 2018



LOST DOG
BLACK MINIATURE 
PINSCHER LOST- Camp Lake 
Rd area near Ely. Answers 
to Izzy. Call 561-309-9463.  
11/9nc

MOVING SALE
MOVING SALE-  Saturday, 
Nov. 17, 1946 Pine Tree Trail, 
Ely. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Furniture, 
books, CDs, art, household 
goods: Table, chairs, hide-a-
bed, end tables, coffee table, 
sofa, much more. Cash- no 
cards.  11/16

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

HAIR CARE
VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

SNOW 
REMOVAL

VERMILION SNOW 
MANAGEMENT- Serving the 
entire Lake Vermilion area. 
Roads, Driveways & Sidewalks. 
Free estimates, insured. tj@
vermilionsnowmanagement.
com or 218-290-0966. Online 
at vermilionsnowmanagement.
com. tfn

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Winter Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-5 PM
Sat & Sun Closed

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Call about 
our Display 
Classified & 

Real Estate Rates

3 Editions – 
One Low Price!

218-753-2950 

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian Church, 
Acacia Blvd. and Central Drive 
in Babbitt.
 
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM WITH DRUGS, give 
yourself a break. There is a 
way out with the help of other 
recovering addicts in Narcotics 
Anonymous.  We have been 
there. For meeting or other 
information call 218-728-3199. 
(Narcotics Anonymous is a 
non-profit organization.)  

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by someone’s 
drinking? Al-Anon Family Group 
is a community-based mutual 
support program for the friends 
and families of alcoholics. It is 
confidential and open to any-
one affected by someone else’s 
drinking. Hope Lutheran Church 
in Embarrass hosts an Al-Anon 
group on Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. 218-984-2037.

CREDIT REPAIR SCAMS- 
“Credit problems? No problem!” 
No way. A poor credit history 
takes time to repair, no mat-
ter what anybody claims. The 
Federal Trade Commission 
says no company can remove 
accurate or timely information 
from your credit report. Learn 
more about managing credit 
and debt at ftc.gov/credit. A 
message from The Timberjay 
and the FTC. 
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

 

4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS 

(Ely) 

Let these experts help 
with your next project

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER
We are a UPS Shipping Drop-Off

Sawblade & Chain Sharpening Drop-Off

Fall Project Headquarters
• Shingles
• Siding
• Paint
• Lumber
• Hardware
• Tools

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#136026 - RURAL COOK 3 BR+ loft, log cabin on 90 
acres. Electric, drilled well and septic for year-round 
use. Located near Little Fork River. Detached garage. 
$185,000

#135182 - RURAL ANGORA 200-acre country 
estate.  2 BR, 2-1/2 BA home, hardwood floors, granite 
countertops, wood-burning stone fireplace. Morton 
outbuilding plus several others. Has hay fields and a 
gravel pit.  A must see! $595,000
#135854 - TOWER Approx. 10-acre undeveloped par-
cel near Lake Vermilion.  Large flat, level and cleared 
building site. $95,000

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Cook-$90,000  2 BR home with screened-in patio and 
garage on 40 acres.  MLS#135587
Gheen-$125,000  80 acres of secluded hunting land with 
deer shack, sauna and other buildings.  MLS#135698
Orr-$168,000 Newer 2 BR home on 9 acres close to 
Pelican Lake.  MLS#135461
Orr-$52,500 Cute 2 BR home in Orr near Pelican Lake. 
MLS#135487

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

In Business
Since 1979

Think Spring!
CALL NOW TO LINE UP YOUR SPRING LANDSCPING NEEDS

“I live in Ely, but I’m not from Ely.” • (218) 365-6037 • 2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely • 1/4 mi. east of 88 & 169

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

St. Louis County is seeking 
contractors for the removal 
of personal property and 

MSW of tax-forfeited 
property throughout 

St. Louis County. 

If interested please call 
the Land & Minerals 

Department at 
218-726-2606

ARDC SEEKS NEW 
COMMISSION MEMBERS

WHO IS ARDC: The Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC) 
serves people of the Arrowhead Region by providing local units of government and 
citizen groups a means to work cooperatively in identifying needs, solving problems 
and fostering local leadership.  
SEEKING: Citizens to fill At-large positions on the Commission for three-year terms.  
Minorities and individuals with a strong background or interest in areas such as 
transportation, human services, economic development and community planning 
encouraged to apply.  Applicants must reside in Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, 
Koochiching, Lake or St. Louis County. EOE/V/D
COMMITMENT: The Commission meets four times a year, from 10:00 a.m. – noon, 
the third Thursday of the month in January, April, July and October at various loca-
tions in the Region.  
ABOUT POSITION:  Positions are unpaid, volunteer positions; members are reim-
bursed for their mileage to and from meetings.  
DEADLINE: December 14, 2018.  Elections take place at the January 17, 2019 
Annual Meeting in Duluth.  
HOW TO APPLY:  Obtain application/nomination form at https://ardc.org/commis-
sion/ or contact Krista Mattila, ARDC Board Coordinator, 221 W. 1st St., Duluth, MN  
55802 or call 218-529-7543 or 800-232-0707 X543.
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/4/2018 North


